UNIVERSAL EDUCATION
AND VISUAL ARTS

A Division of Universal City Studios, Inc.
Filmstrips
221 Park Avenue South
NewYork, NewYork 10003

Teacher’s
Manual




UNIVERSAL EDUCATION
AND VISUAL ARTS FILMSTRIPS
RUMANIA

3. MAP OF RUMANIA

Rumania, (The People’s Republic of Rumania), situated in
the eastern most region of the Danubian basin, covers an area
of ahout 200,000 square miles. The population (18,403,000)
consists of the tightly-knit ethnic group of Rumanians, who speak
a language derived directly from Latin. Bucharest is its capital.
The monetary unit is the lew which is equivalent to the value
of 100 bani. Its national flag is a tricelor; blue, yellow, and red.
Religious denominations are devided into 81 per cent Rumanian
national church; 9 per cent Greek Catholic, and 7 per cent Ro-
man Catholic.

4. THE VALLEY OF THE VALACCHIA COUNTRYSIDE

By tradition, Rumania is divided into three regions:
Transylvania, Moldavia, and Valacchia which borders on Bul-
garia. It is partly mountainous and partly flatlands.

5. THE RED LAKE IN THE CARPATHIAN MOUNTAIN RANGE

The Carpathian mountain range in Rumania is shaped like
a horseshoe. The crests of many of the mountains reach to a
height of about 10,500 feet, giving the whole area a mountainous
aspect. In the valley between the mountains, there are numerous
lakes, some of them of only recent formation. The Red Lake has
been there less than a century. Indeed, one can yet see the torn
roots of the trees that covered the area hefore the flood.

6. THE VILLAGE CHURCH AT HUEDIN, IN TRANSYLVANIA

The Carpathian mountain range has long symbolized the
differences in the cultural influences that exist hetween the
European and the Oriental. The mountainous region of Trans-
ylvania, typifying the West, was for centuries subject to Hunga-
rian and then Austrian rule. The entire population is Christian,
either Catholic or Protestant. On the other side of the mountain
range lie the Moldaviaan Valacchia region which for centuries,
too, were exposed to Oriental influences, which have left last-
ing impressions upon the areas and their people; their religion
is orthodox and not only is their architecture different, but
also the mentality of the people, from the Transylvanians.




7. THIS IS THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE
AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL OF CLUJ

Since there are a great many large forests in Rumania,
woodwork is to be seen everywhere; carpenters and wood-carvers
achieved the greaiest skills. Most building construction, until
recently, at least, was almost completly done in wood; even the
thousands of churches were built entirely of wood.

This main entrance to the agricultural school of Cluj, one
of the main landmarks of Transylvania, is an outstanding beau-
tiful example of lecal wood-carving.

8. THIS IS A DOORWAY OF A FARMHOUSE
AT BABENI, IN VALACCHIA

Wooden building construction remains the commeon thing in
every region of Rumania, today. Babeni is a farming village,
not far from the modern oil fields of Pitesti, but industrial
progress has not caused the slightest change in the lives of its
inhabitants.

The people go about their daily ways attired in their tradition-
al hand-embroidered costumes, and passing many hours of the
day just sitting in their doorways.

9. HERE IS ANOTHER DWELLING AT PIETRA
NEAMT (NEAMT ROCK), IN MOLDAVIA

Wood-working in Moldavian building construction has reach-
ed the most exquisite refinements: you forget that you are stand-
ing outside looking at a peasant dwelling, but instead admire the
masterpiece of an accomplished artist. The fairy-tale appearance
of the building is covered with tiny wooden inlays which give it
the aspect of fine lace work.

10. PEASANT-LIFE IN MOLDAVIA

The owners or tenants of these dwellings are simple peasants,
accustomed to the hard life of those who live from the soil. They
are a kind and gentle people; and they have remained anchored
to their tiny spot of regional traditional ways, and hold hospi-
tality to be a sacred trust. Industrial progress and mechanization
have not changed their kindly demeanor, as has unfortunately
occured in other countries of *:i¢c world that we might mention.

11. ANOTHER PEASANT AT CHIZATAS, IN BABATO

On holidays the peasants cast off their working clothes and
don their traditional village costumes, trimmed with the usual
hand-embroidery which is often a true art masterpiece. Every
region, and often every village, has its own characteristic peculi-
arities so that these garments identify the wearer’s point of origin.
In all of Europe, Rumania is perhaps the only country in which
the traditional costumes are so popular.

12. THE PREPARATION OF COTTON FIBER

Handwork in Rumania is the order of the day. The entire
production cycle of certain products is done in the most pri-
mative manner, by hand, from start to finish. Wood and cotton-
weaving can often be seen carried out in this manner in these
regions. The cotton plants are placed in water for the maceration
(soaking and disintegrating) process; then the pulpy wooden
part is broken off and the cotton is cast into a primitive wooden
tub (as seen in the photo); then the wooden fragments are
removed (separated) by means of huge combs, leaving the cot-
ton ready for the carding.

13. A WEAVING SESSION IN THE VILLAGE OF SALISTE

Weaving is still done by hand all over Rumania. There is
a loom in almost every home and the women spend their leisure
time working, weaving according to the designs that are typical
of their own village.

Traditionally, simple geemetric designs and very light col-
ors were used, but modern taste has swung the pendulum to the
other extreme. Now the people prefer vivid and starling colors.

14. HERE WE SEE AN EMBROIDERY
COOPERATIVE IN DOLBRUGIA

Many villages have recently established textile and embroid-
ery cooperatives. The women no longer need to own looms to op-
erate in their own homes, since the cooperative has much equip-
ment on its premises at the disposal of the women who go to work
there and are paid an hourly wage. The cooperative also assu-
mes the responsibility of selling the product; they receieve or-
ders for both export and demestic markets, but they must meet
the taste of the clients, as a result of which, many villages have
had te abandon traditional models and traditional tastes for more
modern tastes and demands.

15. A MOLDAVIAN PEASANT AT WORK

Rumanian economy is based chiefly on agricultural produe-
tion. Much of the farm work is done by “bull-labor” (by hand),
even though mechanization has enjoyed rapid progress. Since
the peasants were too poor to afford to buy their own costly farm
machinery, the cooperatives were organized in order to fulfill
this felt need.

16. FARMING IN A MOLDAVIAN COOPERATIVE

Often compelled by goverment decree, the peasants turned
all their land over to the common cooperative, keeping only a
tiny patch for their own private use. All the members of the co-
operative elect a council which administers the oganization. The
goverment has been generous with its economic aid, and as a
result the cooperatives were soon able to purchase the machinery
that was necessary to produce a more abundant and profitable
harvest.




17. THRESHING IN A TRANSYLVANIAN COOPERATIVE

Since ancient times, Rumania has been one of the granaries
of Europe. The Romans used to import most of the wheat for their
daily needs from Thrace. Today, grain is probably the most im-
portant Rumanian agriculture product, despite the fact that most
of the acreage is planted to corn. Economically, wheat has greater
monetary value, since most of it is earmarked for export, while
corn meets the people’s own basic needs.

18. AND HERE WE HAVE A CATTLE-RAISING
COOPERATIVE IN DOBRUGIA

The volume of Rumanian animal husbandry commands admir-
ing attention: more than 11,000,000 sheep and goats, 4,000,000
hogs, and more than one million horses. The latter are highly-
priced, be they draught-horses for hard work, or saddle horses. A
good part of this business, once entirely in the hands of rich land-
owners, is also administered today by the cooperatives which dis-
tinguishes between the werking and merely titular members.

19. ’;'[I-JI;S SCENE SHOWS TOBACCO LEAVES DRYING IN THE

Tobacco-farming is of noteworthy importance in the Valac-
chia sector. Its cultivation demands the greatest care, but it is
worthwhile and highly profitable. Every day the pickers plod a-
long the planted rows and select only the leaves that are large
enough to meet requirements, leaving the others to continue grow-
ing. Then the picked leaves are hung in the sun, to dry, and when

the drying is completed, then they are shipped to the factories for
industrial processing.

20. AND THEN THERE ARE THE FAMOUS RED PEPPERS

Red peppers are another characteristic peculiarity of local
farming. They are very strong (hot) and are used lavishly to
season food, in order to lend it both tone and taste. They are
strung on thread, like long necklaces, and then hung on the
walls of the homes and in the courtyrads to dry in the sun. Their

bright color often enlivens the appearance of an entire otherwise
drab village.

21. THE GRAPE HARVEST IS GATHERED AND
CARTED TO THE COOPERATIVE

. The farm-cooperatives have completely revolutionized the
lives of the Rumanian peasants. Formerly, they had to attend to
every Produclion detail, from planting to harvesting. Today the
administration gives quotas to peasants who are paid on the basis
of the quantity and quality of their production. After the harvest,
the grapes are carried to the cooperative: at this point the peas-
ant has nothing more to worry ahout; it is now up to the admin-

istration to decide what to do with the grapes and assume all
further risks.

22. THE MARKET-PLACE AT CRAIOVA

The farm cooperatives often maintain locations for sale and
distribution, and display booths in the market-place. Cooperative
employees are given the responsibilities of these functions and the
the sales proceeds are turned in to the cooperative.

In every Rumanian city or village great market-places are
in full swing, and quite often, very outstanding fairs.

23. AND THIS IS A FRUIT AND VEGETABLE STAND

Alongside the cooperative displays in every market place you
will find the tiny sales booths of private vendors. According to
established principle, the peasants should use the produce from
their own small tract of land for personal and family need, but
no one objects if they try to sell any excess that they could not
possibly use. On market day hundreds of peasants arrive with a
basket loaded with honey, tomatoes, and eggs, which they sell
retail for whatever price the traffic will bear.

24. AN OIL FIELD NEAR PITESTI, IN VALACCHIA

There are rich mineral deposits in the Rumanian sub-surface.
Outstanding among these is petroleum and production-wise, Ru-
mania stands second only to Russia, in Europe. Before the war
most of the output was exportied as crude oil because of the lack
of refining equipment at or near the oil wells. Today there are
about sixty refineries--several of them of most modern design--
which meet every production process--making the end-product
eligible to compare favorably in foreign markets.

25. THE COLLECTING STATION OF AN OIL-FIELD

Rumanian oil reserves are not concentrated in only one part
of the country but are distributed to varicus locations that are
quite distant from the oil-fields. More often than not, the wells
are in a lonely unpopulated spot in the hinterlands, and the only
thing visible is a pump that brings the liquid to the surface. It
enters a closed seamless tube whence it flows directly to the
first gathering basin, where it mixes with the cutput of probably
ten cther wells and then channeled into a major pipeline which
in turn, directs the entire flow toward the refinery.

26. HERE IS ANOTHER OIL-FIELD NEAR PITESTI

Second in importance only to petroleum production, Ruman-
ian soil furnishes a large volume of methane which, like many
other volatile gases that are also by-products of the petroleum
*“cracking”™ process, has given birth to a new and flourishing
chemical industry which changes these gases in'o various and
countless synthetics ranging from plastic to pharmaceuticals.

Although it has taken merely its first steps, the Rumanian pet-

ro-chemical industry faces a flourishing future, thanks to the
limitless abundance of basic materials found in nature.




27. THIS IS THE HYDROELECTRIC DAM AT BICAZ

Industrial progress demands huge staffs of technical special-
ists in order to keep the plants in operation and to produce pro-
fitably. To meet this felt need, a huge dam has been built in
Bicaz.Measuring about 450 feet in height and 3000 feet in width,
it has created a huge artificial lake that measures ahout 26 miles
in length. It not only irrigates the lowlands to improve farming,
but it is also capable of yielding 210,000 of KW of electrical pow-
er which it is planned to supply a huge industrial chemical plant
now being built.

28. TWO TECHNICIANS OPERATE THE CONTROLS OF THE
BICAZ DAM

A traditionally agricultural country, Rumania has naturally
felt the scarcity of highly trained technicians and engineers. A
new school and institutes have been opened, while hundreds of
eager students have been sent abroad to accquire knowledge in
highly specialized areas of technical knowledge and skills.

29. DELTA LANDS IN THE WAKE OF THE DANUBE

The Danube, the second longest river in Europe, empties into
the Black Sea, in Rumanian territory. The vast Delta formed by
the river is of very great geographic interest because, thanks to
the peculiarly mind climate, it abounds in fauna and flora un-
equaled by any others in Europe.

The majestic river, having run its course of approximately
2500 miles, divides itself into a number of tributaries which flow
lazily into smaller secondary canals and swamp holes of stagnant
water.

30. FISHERMAN ON THE DANUBE DELTA

The thick growths of reeds in the Danube Delta provide an
ideal refuge for thousands of water-fowl who fly there to nest.
The almost still waters of the canals and smaller tributaries teem
with fish and from times beyond the memory of man the Delta
was populated with fisherfolk who earned their sustenance trap-
ing fish while plying the canals in row-boats manned by muffled
oars and small sail-boats. Today, motor craft and modern living
have come to break the peace and silence of the Delta.

31. THESE ARE FISHERMAN ON THE SAME DELTA
WORKING THEIR NETS

Until only a few years ago, these fishermen were completely
isolated from the outside world, but today they trade with larger
water-craft that take on their catches as regular cargo. In addition
special fishery cooperatives have been established which have o-
pened factories that preserve seme fish in brine while other
species are canned, giving the fishermen their first lesson in the
meaning of profit instead of fishing only for home consumption.

S

Now they find that they can sell their catches eleswhere and for
money, too, enabling them to buy things that they had formerly
thought to completely beyond their means..

32. HERE IS A VIEW OF MAMAIA, ON THE BLACK SEA

A short distance from the Danube Delta and its primitive
villages, is the modern and man-made city of Mamaia. It is a
vacation speot, exclusively, with hotels, restaurants, and rest homes,
established a few years ago on the magnificent shores of the Black
Sea, to attract a flow of tourists and vacationers. The experiment
was successful and it is growing rapidly every year to welcome an
ever-growing number of tourists.

33. THESE ARE TERRA COTTA FIGURINES DATING BACK
TO THE NEOLITHIC ERA

While undated,. pre-historic Rumania goes back to very re-
mote times, many objects of the Noelithic Period such as these
animal figurines done in terra cotta, excavated in the Neamt Rock
region prove that human beings lived there countless years ago.

34. THIS IS THE CHURCH IN THE NEAMT MONASTERY

The many orthodox monasteries of Moldavia and Valacchia
characterize both regions. Many of them were built in the Fif-
teenth Century, during the reign of the celebrated king of Mol-
davia, Stephen the Great, who was a great art lover and attracted
the most skillful architects of Western Europe to his courts.
Thanks to him, the architectural style of the monasteries is an
interesting and well-balanced influence of both the Western and
Oriental.

35. MOTHER WITH CHILD. SIXTEENTH CENTURY ICON AT
THE DRAGOMIRNA MONASTERY

The number of monasteries increased rapidly and became the
only centers of culture in Rumania. Hundreds of monks intro-
duced the peasants to the mysteries of farming, they opened many
schools and hospitals, as well as vocational schools. The monas-
teries also became centers of learning and the fine arts, where im-
posing manuscript libraries were gathered. The celebrated By-
zantine icons were produced there, too.

36. THIS IS A FIFTEENTH CENTURY ICON OF SAINT JOHN
IN THE DRAGOMIRNA MONASTERY

Many of the ancient monasteries possessed great riches,
gathering varicus collections of religious jewelry.

The word “icon” means simply “image”, but it is customarily
used to describe the portrait of a religious subject, painted on
wooden panels, usually executed by orthodox monks, who care-
fully followed the rules laid down by the church. Wooden art
crities attribute great value to the icons.

v




37. THIS SHOWS THE INTERIOR OF THE CONVENT OF
AGAPIA

Until a few years ago, hundreds of Rumanian monasteries
were the hosts of thousands of monks and nuns whe labored in
the quiet serenity of the cloisters. But the laws of today forbid
the admission of novices into the monasteries and as a result the
occupants are rapidly departing, leaving the monasteries vacant
leaving them to be gradually tranformed into museums.

38. THE ANCIENT BUILDING OF BRASOV CITY HALL

While the orthodox monasteries contributed their own style
of architecture to Rumania over the centuries, there are also pub-
lic buildings of noteworthy interest. The Renaissance-style of the
Brasov City Hall, an important city in Transylvania, points up ev-
idences that this was indeed a rich and thriving commercial and
manufacturing center which brought together the contributions
of East and West.

39. THIS IS THE MAIN SQUARE OF CRAIOVA

Many second-class cities that have sprung up in Rumania in
recent years have from great farming centers into real cities. They
offer no historic or artistic interest, but they manifest great econ-
omic potential. Craiova is a typical case in point; its main square
has insignificant architecture, and is therefore given a measure
of attractivness by the planting of rows of flower-heds.

40. THIS IS THE CONCERT HALL AT BUCHAREST

Bucharest with its population of 1,350,000, is the capital of
Rumania. In 1900, Bucharest was embellished by the construe-
tion of many gaudy buildings, wide avenues, and spacious parks,
while yet closely surrounded by lowly, dilapidated hovels.

41. THE OPERA HOUSE AT BUCHAREST

After the second World War, Bucharest underwent some
startling changes. It is now the political, economic, and cultural
heast of the new socialist country.

Many new factories of every type were built, as new film in-
dustry was born, and cultural life became more intense. This is
the new Opera House, built in true monumental style and pro-
portions.

42. THESE ARE POPULAR LOW-COST HOUSING
DEVELOPMENTS ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF BUCHAREST

The accelerated pace of living in the capital attracted tens of
thousands to it. It became necessary to build entire sections with
low-cost housing to make homes for the new arrivals. The sit-
uation remained critical for many years, but it is much improved
today, and in various parts of the city and its immediate environs
modern housing developments have replaced the umble-down
shacks and hovels.

The tenants are scrupulously clean and take pride in their
spanking new homes. They do not mar the walls or strew garb?ge
in the hallways and on the stairs. Nor do they cut out plumbing
fixtures and pipes to sell as junk for a few cents. The Rumal.lian
goverment officials would soon find the culprits, no questions
asked, shoot them, and send their parents to hard labor camps
for many years. Freedom is worked for and earned, not some-
thing to stolen, abused, or misused

43. AND, FINALLY THIS IS THE BUCHAREST SCIENCE

BUILDING

The Science Building is the symbol of the new city, the
capital of Socialist Republic of Rumania. Recently built, it houses
all the publishing firms and the printing plants of the goverment
newspapers, magazines, and other publications. In !he foregrounsl
of the building stands an imposing statue of Lenin, who contri-
buted so much to the ideology which underlines the very founda-
tion of the modern Rumanian state.

44. THE END




	pic_2026-08-03_172410
	pic_2026-08-03_172423
	pic_2026-08-03_172435
	pic_2026-08-03_172454
	pic_2026-08-03_172514
	pic_2026-08-03_172528
	pic_2026-08-03_172545



