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3. MAP OF HUNGARY

This country, which is a “people’s republic” (Magyar), is
bounded on the north by Slovakia, on the east by Rumania, on the
south by Yugoslavia, and on the west by Austria. It has an area
of approximately 75,000 square miles, and populated by 9,977,870
inhabitants. Budapest is the capital. Its monetary unit is the florin.
Its national flag is a tricolor of red, white, and green.

Its religious groups consist of 65% Roman Catholic; 2.5%
Greek Catholic; 20.8% Calvinist; Hebrew 4.3% ; Greek Orthodox
0.4%.

4. THE DANUBE FLOWS ThROUGH
THE HUNGARIAN PLAIN

After the Danube has flowed through Germany, Austria, and
Czechoslavakia, it has now swollen into a great and majestic river.
It flows cross-country for about 300 miles, dividing the land almost
in half: the western half is slightly hilly and the eastern section,
with the exception of a small mountainous region in the north, is
almost entirely flatland. The Tibiscus river flows through this
section and empties further south into the Danube, at Belgrade.

5. THIS IS A VIEW OF THE HUNGARIAN PLAIN

The great plain that spreads over the greater part of the
Hungarian surface area is as flat as a platter. The climate is dry
and typically continental, frigid in winter and sizzling hot in sum-
mer. With steady irrigation, the land is quite fertile, yielding
abundant crops of wheat, animal fodder, maize, potatoes, olives,
beets and tobacco.

6. THIS IS A SECTION OF THE HILLY

COUNTRY OF CENTRAL HUNGARY

The first Carpathian ranges are sighted upon leaving the
Danube and travelling northward toward Slovakia. There we see




the Matra Mountains whose highest Peak i.s g H_lelr(; 230(}) feet yet,
it is the highest point in Hllgary. This region ?’lef s the bare itore
he country’s forestry, but lt_ C(’_ntal"ls part o 1ts mineral re-
of “.e,‘ In fact, its deposits of lignite and other fenqus ores have
:r?:(li(::t feasi])lza to build smelting plants at Salgotarjan.

7. THE CULTIVATION OF GRAPES ABOUNDS

IN BADACSING :

Balaton Lake is located in the hilly country to the west of the
D ie Situated high above sea-level, rich in fertl‘le soil, endowed

flr}lluev;:n gentle climate, and further blesses with an abundant

w?tter su i)ly the countryside yields profuse vegetation, and sev-
::V;lal léca?iong are particularly suitable for the cultivation of rich
vineyards.

8. AND THESE ARE SOME OF THE VINEYARDS OF TOKAY

While the country produces scores of differept SIﬁ?Ci‘;S I(—)If wines,
i e the most famous in all of Hungary.

ay grapes and wine are the ng
XOlt(u;’ll23 'lgokay is a hill that rises on the b'anks of .the Tl'blscu.s
R'cver a};id from ancient times devoted to wine-growing; Smc{i.lt
;s a commercial center, its wine soon became known, 1tsl(1]ua ity
:ppreciated and hence became demanded for export to all parts
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of Europe. :
9. THRESHING-TIME IN A FARM COOPERATIV

Farming has been the basis of the Hungarian economy, l:m(l

while indugtrial development is moving ahead today, agricultur
i i human endeavor.

remains the mainstay of '

At the present time, almost all the land1 is hthe propgnj;m(;i

1 bers work regular hours, and s

farm-cooperatives, whose membe: p S

i . their produce. In addition,

income from the sales of iy .
;}111(:5 are permitted to have a small tract of land for private use

10. THE GRAIN-HARVEST : .
20% of the Hungarian plain is naturally favora le o
growing. Only the acreage devoted to co}ll'n surp.asselsw 1(::1 ;nlmech.
i aller areas are set aside for other grains. 3
ztri?:;zlr ;arll;'m machinery has of recent years made its presence fe
but it is not yet put to universal use.

11. THE CUTTING AND HARVESTING OF REEDS.

Thick clusters of reeds grow wild along the edges ;)ofrB;::g:f
Lake and other smaller lakes, making ideal refuges

fowl. Since antiquity the reeds were used to fashion roof-tops of
dwellings, barns, cabins, and for various other uses; but recently,
they have come to be used on a larger industrial scale.

12. THE REEDS ARE TRANSPORTED
FOR INDUSTRIAL USE

The reeds are first cut and left to dr
again to even length and tied into bun
carted away by truck to market where
mestic and foreign shipping. A good

to various European countries, where
construction.

y out; then they are cut
dles, and then they are
they are prepared for do-
part of them are exported
they are used in building

13. THIS IS A TYPICAL HUNGARIAN F ACTORY, with its
characteristic reed-roof which has been laid and ‘set so compactly,
that it offers comfortable protection against the intense summer
heat. After several seasons the reeds rot, and they must therefore be
frequently replaced, but thanks to their plentiful supply, they
have for centuries been preferred as the best roofing material. The
extreme length of the building is also uniquely Hungarian.

14. AND HERE WE HAVE A HERD
OF HORSES IN THE PUSZTA

Ordinarily, the pusata is intended to mea
of the Hungarian plain which is flat, sandy,
in the Hungarian language “puszta”
range”, for any breed of animal; bu

types of puszta, one of which is, sp
of the country.

n the eastern region
and dry. Actually,
simply means “open grazing
t we are speaking of various
ecifically, in the eastern part

In ancient times it was very fertile;
flood-tides of the Tibiscus River were cont
area was no longer regularly watered and
was no longer possible, and since that ti
most sparce grazing land for cattle.

15. THIS IS A HERDSMAN OF THE PUSZTA
The cattle herds of th

months at a time. In spri
herdsman who assumes t
lead them to lush pasture
home-base in autumn.

but, then, because the
rolled by damming, the
it dried up. Farming it
me it offered only the

€ puszta, live in the open air for several
ng, the owners entrust the animals to a
he responsibility of tending them, and
s and water, and then to return them to




ife; d without
d a very strange life; homeless an
e hetrl?:)rfn g;elrf(? th?: wht})rle day out in the open, most of the

family ties, aenificent horses. They have acquired characteristic
te)

time astride m
habits and customs.

16. WATER-SUPPLIES FOR A PUSZTA HER? L

: Despite the fact that the puszta 1s celebrated orh its lery orses
which are in demand all over Eu‘m}i(la, beca:sie;l ;;)fo ;t :Ill: arge num-

nomically mor :

ber,’f}?tﬂ?eainodnSihseiﬂrifﬁe(’:gfy arid, b)\rlt there ]b water aplenty by

i 2 gi a few yards below the surface, it is fairly easy to
o 0lrl1 yThese well-holes dot the entire land‘scape .bec-ause the
Sm'lc(ﬁ o Sﬁave to spend a good deal of their time digging them
2::1:1 :)I:s)nping water out of them for the animals.

17. AND THESE ARE HERDSMEN WEARING
THEIR TYPICAL SHEEPSKINS : Se.
Since the land is absolutely flat, the wind blows urlouﬁy.
bridled by any obstacle. Early in the autumn, coldl weat ‘e}1,
:l:ts in without warning and the herdsmen govc;lr thelr{r}se Y]?}?i WI; :
: 1 tanned, sheepskin. S,

a cloak made of seven drled? but un cpli ST
as - scenes that typify the puszta are chang g, :
:\},Slf::ﬁt Ott}}::tl :aC:tn irrigation projects are permitting a return to

farming.

D IMILAR
. HERE WE HAVE A DWELLING S
k. TO OTHERS IN MARKO, NEAR BALA’I}‘ION i
i -eatest car
H rian peasants have always given the grea
the bu?l?l%gg of tr}’leir own homes. T}}lley have Criat'fi? :, it&‘lulz 1112:;2
chitectural style: many of the homes are built :
alocl'}:ltesvili;aarscl}lfes spaced at intervals, for protection agziuns; :ﬁg
.Eun. painted white on the exterior to reflect at least part o
broiling heat of the Hungarian summer sunshine.

19. AND THIS IS THE INTERIOR OF A HUNGARIAN HOME

Quite naturally, the rigors of winter an'd the :inter.lseTs}?emir:g
heat, compel the Hungarian to spend more time m]](‘)?}is;i Her -
rior of the home is therefore decorated and embellis : e
areatest care: you will always see x}eatly set or hanging lpr A
local manufacture of every conceivable shape afmd col(l) .kept 5
objects are really outstandingly attractive and are u‘sua. y i
one room which is used only on holidays and to receive
visitors, while daily living takes place in the kitchen.

20. A GYPSY WITH HIS VIOLIN, IN EGER

Another popular figure in Hungarian life are the thousands
of gypsies who roam the country with their inseparable violins,
ready to play at the drop of the hat. (Any occasion will do, even
if it’s when the cat has kittens.) They stroll from one village to
the next, visiting fairs and market-places, restaurants and saloons,
eking out their daily living with the few pennies that they receive
here and there, for playing their impassioned tunes.

21. VILLAGE COSTUMES OF HOLLOKO

The common people’s costumes of Hungary have enjoyed a
fame all their own for the longest time, and have been universally
worn by everybody in the community. Every village has its cos-
tume with its own particular trimmings, be it a special woman’s
bonnet or man’s cap; its own pecualiarly designed and cut pat-

terns, which made them easily distinct from those worn in any
other village

22. THESE ARE COSTUMES WORN IN OREGCSERTO

After the first World War, many of the villages gave up wearing
their traditional attire and took up wearing mass-production clothes
which were more practical and certainly less costly. And yet, as
recently as only ten years ago some die-hards continued to wear
the traditional costumes. But today, nobody wears them anymore,
except a few people when they are celebrating a meaningful holi-
day. In a few years, perhaps, the costumes will be completely
forgotten except as items of cultural interest in the folklore so-
cieties.

23. AND THESE ARE GIRLS IN THE VILLAGE OF SIOGRAD

Many of the Hungarian village costumes had been created as
a popular copy of the garments worn by the aristocracy of the ba-
roque era. The peasants wanted to dress like the nobles and they
hoarded their hard-earned small coins to make or have made a
splendid and spectacular garment to be worn only on holidays.
At first, the expensive dies were few and sparsely used, but grad-
ually, the conspicuous garment had to be designed in multi-color,

with dyes and trimmings that were more and more “loud”, as
we'd say colloqually.

24. THESE COSTUMES ARE WORN IN WIOGRAD

At present, but only since a few years ago, Hungarian villages
on Sundays are a true spectacle. Not only do the people wear

5




their costumes, but they also follow local traditions. On the oc-
casion of a baptism, for example, the lady guests bring various
gifts in a basket which they carry upon their heads right to the
threshold of the happy mother. The children wear their own small
garments but of the same design and thimmings as those worn by
their elders.

25. HERE ARE THE ANCIENT ROMAN RUINS
AND AQUINCUM MUSEUMS

At one time Hungary was a part of the Roman Empire: the
Province of Pannonia extended to the banks of the Danube; only
in recent years the ruins of numerous Roman cities have been
excavated and brought to light. A few miles from Budapest the
city of Aquincum had been built. This site today has been ex-
cavated, exposing various buildings and a museum has been built
on that spot to display the more interesting and delicately fragile
restored objects.

After the fall of the Roman Empire, the country remained in
the hands of various peoples of Slavic race until about 900 A.D.,
when the Hungarians descended from Asia, fell upon it, and have
occupied the land ever since.

26. THESE ARE THE RUINS OF THE VISEGRAD CASTLE

The first centuries were very difficult indeed for the new-
comers, since they were almost under constant attack by enemies.
The country achieved its full cultural stature during the reign of
Matthias Corvino, in the latter half of the 15th Century. He had
married a Napolitan who brought a full complement of Italian artists
and artisans with her. Thus, Budapest became a cultural and art
center. The Visegrad Castle was built on the banks of the Danube
which surpasses fairy-tale beauty.

27. FRESCOES IN THE CHAPEL OF THE EPISCOPAL
PALACE OF VESZPREM

The Hungarians were converted to Christianity in the 10th
Century. The religion spread rapidly and numerous basilicas and
convents sprang up all over the land.

We may still admire the remains of the Saint Gisela Chapel
built in the 13th Century at Veszprem, embellished with frescoes
with scenes that depict the life of the saints.

28. CHRIST IN THE SEPULCHER, AN OIL
PAINTING OF THE XVI CENTURY

As everywhere else in Europe, so was it for several centuries
in Hungary: art was predominantly religious in character.

However, during the Turkish occupation which lasted about
150 years over the 16th and 17th Centuries, almost all Hungarian
art was destroyed, especially if it bore the slightest vestige of the
Christian. However, from the relatively few paintings and objects
of art that remain, we can assess the high level of craftsmanship
achieved by the artists of Medieval Hungary.

29. AND HERE WE SEE THE ESTERGOM BASILICA

For a long but undetermined period, Estergom was the most
powerful center of Christianity in Hungary; during the Middle Ages
it was an Episcopal See of the greatest importance. .

All evidences point to the fact that it was here that the con-
version of the king Saint Stephen took place. He led all of Hungary
on the path to Christianity. This important basilica still stands
today, a focal point of pilgrimages, with its museum of Christian
art which attests to its past power and glory.

30. THIS IS A VIEW OF ESTERGOM
OVERLOOKING THE DANUBE

Since the days of Ancient Rome Estergom was a formidable
fortification because of its spectacularly stategic position - - it
rises on a hill on the bank of the Danube, and from its heights
it commands the river and the entire surrounding plain; destroyed
during the Turkish occupation, it was restored immediately follow-
ing the retreat of the invaders and numerous baroque-style churches
lent their beauty to the new city.

31. THE CHURCH OF VOROSBERENY

Tumult is woven through the warp and woof of the Hungarian
historical tapestry: we note, throughout this unhappy fabric, in-
vasions, internal conflicts, and destruction. During the 150 years
of the Turkish occupation, the country was in a state of constant
warfare: every hamlet and village was fortified against inexorably
eventual attack, and often even individual buildings such as the
Church of Vorosbereny, had build protective walls behind which
the peasants fled for refuge from the enemy.

7




32. THE CATHEDRAL OF PECS,
BUILT ALONG THE ROMAN STYLE

Pecs is one of Hungary’s more important citties, and boasts
a very glorious history. During Emperor Hadrian’s reign it was
the capital of the Province of Pannonina, but at that time it was
named Sopiana. The king Saint Stephen built the first cathedral
in the country at this site, following which, many others were
erected. The city then acquired the name, the “five churches”.

In 1367 one of the first European universities was founded
there. During the Turkish domination, the city was greatly dam-
aged, but it arose more flourishing than ever, and even today
enjoys both cultural and economic eminence.

33. AND HERE IS A VIEW OF VESZPREM

Veszprem is another city of ancient traditions. Its ideal site
atop a hill made it a desirable dwelling spot since ancient times.

In the Middle Ages it was an Episcopal See and the king
Saint Stephen built an imposing cathedral there. Today the city
has lost its importance and now only a small city of about 25,000
inhabitants.

34. THE UNIVERSITY OF DEBRECEN

Debrecen is today the third most populous Hungarian city
after Budapest and Miskolc. It is situated in the heart of the
eastern part of the country and enjoys both an economic and
cultural growth.

The city is the stronghold of Hungarian Protestantism: 60%
of its inhabitants were converted to Calvinism during the Reforma-
tion and doggedly resisted every effort to restore them to Cathol-
icism.

35. PETOFI SQUARE AT DEBRECEN

Recently, many buildings and entire quarters of low-cost
housing developments have arisen in Hungarian cities. On every
street and square of cities and villages rows of flowers have been
planted and bloomed into a riot of colors. Almost every Hungarian
city has dedicated a public square or main thoroughfare to the
memory of Petofi, the poet-soldier hero and sparkplug of the rev-
olution against Austria, in 1848.

36. THIS IS A VIEW OF BUDAPEST AND THE DANUBE

~ Up to the last century Budapest was actually two cities,
divided by the Danube which because of its great width made
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it impractical to span it with bridges. Buda is situated on a hill
on the right side of the river from where it commands a view of
the entire surrounding region and around which a large part of
the history of Hungary has unfolded. The Magyar kings dwelt
there from as far back as the Middle Ages and Buda was a center
that boasted great splendor. The castle was razed many times, but
it was always rebuilt and restored. Pest is situated on the opposite
banks of the Danube, on level ground.

37. THIS IS THE PARLIAMENT PALACE OF BUDAPEST

While Buda is the historical site, Pest is the modern part bust-
ling with thriving commercial activity. The consolidation of the
two two cities into one took place in the last century at which time
they were joined by the first bridge ever built across the Danube;
created the first great Hungarian metropolis, but retained both
original names compositely. The most important building in Buda-
pest is the Parliament Palace, constructed according to neo-Gothic
style and -now become almost the symbol of the twin-city.

38. AND HERE WE SEE THE MONUMENT
COMMEMORATING KING STEPHEN, THE SAINT

At the very summit of the Buda hill, we find some of the
noted buildings in Hungary: the castle that was the home of kings,
the Church of the Coronation where they received the crown and
scepter from the Bishop’s hands, the fisherman’s fortification with
its characteristic conical towers against military aggression against
the hill and whose defense was entrusted to the Danube fishermen.
Here stands the monument in honor and veneration of King Stephen
the Saint, considered the true founder of Hungary, since he changed
his people from an Asiatic tribe of horsemen, predators, and
nomads, into a European and civilized Christian people.

39. BLAHA LUIZA SQUARE IN BUDAPEST

Besides being the political capital, Budapest is the most im-
portant economic, trading, and cultural center in the country. The
life of the city is dynamic and vivacious. During the last war, a
great part of the metropolis was reduced to rubble, but the wounds
are now healed.

Budapest boasts of many theaters and music halls; at the right
we see the national theater which for the quality and high level of
its programs, has long been conceded to be one of the best in
Europe.




40. AND THIS IS THE IKARUS AUTOMOBILE
ASSEMBLY PLANT IN BUDAPEST

Needless to sum up, Budapest is the greatest industrial center
in Hungary. 80% of the country’s factories are there. Only a few
miles from the heart of the capital, the Danube forms the Island
of Csepel, which since the 19th Century has been devoted exclu-
sively to industrial pursuits and which when viewed from a distance
today is a veritable ocean of smoking chimneys.

41. THIS IS A PANORAMA OF BALATON LAKE

Balaton Lake is the most popular recreational spot for vaca-
tioning Hungarians. While it is one of the largest lakes in Central
Europe with a surface area of more than 400 square miles, its
waters are very shallow (with depths that range from four to seven
yards.) This natural phenomenon causes the temperature of the
water to rise almost instantly and the sun’s rays caress it in sum-
mer, while it freezes almost solid at the first rigors of winter.

42. AND THESE ARE VACATIONERS AT THE LAKE

Thanks to its natural geographic peculiarities, and to its peace-
ful, restful surroundings, Balaton has become the most popular
vacation center in Hungary. Hundreds of hotels, boarding houses,
picnic and camping grounds and other hostelries have sprung up
on its shores to accommodate tourists and bathers in summer and
ice-skaters in winter.

43. AND HERE IS A FERRY BOAT ON LAKE BALATON

The rectangular formation of the lake which is very long, has,
nevertheless, narrow opposite widths. This has suggested the opera-
tion of a ferry service across the lake. By this simple means,
thousands of tourists’ automobiles, are transported from one bank
to the other without the need to drive all around the coast.

44. THE END.






