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3. MAP

Holland is one of the most densely populated countries in the
world. It lies on the North Sea and is bounded by Belgium and
Germany, while it is surrounded by a thick border of sandy dunes
which protect it from the flood-tides of the sea. Were it not for this
natural protection, the sea might well have inundated most of the
land because it is as flat as a plate and at least one-third of the
country is lower than sea-level.

4. NOW LET US SEE HOW A DIKE IS BUILT

To protect the land from the sea and, at the same time, to
reclaim as much land as possible from it, the Dutch have built
imposing and breath-taking dikes.

5. HERE IS HOW THE “DRYING-OUT” PROCESS IS DONE

. step by step. The first step is to select a spot where the
water is so shallow that it will make the building of the dike at
least economically feasible; enormous dredges are used to clear
off the muddy bed which is now replaced by enough sand to erect
a barrier that rises above the level of the sea. This, in turn, is
covered over with several layers of stone which now convert that
portion of the sea into a sort of lake. By unstinted and remorseless
human labor, the lake is gradually dried out and changed into
various polders which, in Dutch, means “land snatched from the

sea’’.

6. AND HERE ARE SCENES FROM THE

ZUIDER ZEE DIKE.

The most imposing dike in all Holland is the one which has
hemmed in a whole sea, Zuider Zee Dike, which is known as the
Jissel. It took eight years to build, from 1927 to 1935; it is more
than 300 feet wide, about 30 feet deep from the water surface,
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and approximately 75 feet long. A road has been built at the top
of the dike which greatly facilitates communication between the
two parts of the lake. Gradually, step by slow step, this, too, is
being salvaged and dried out into a huge polder.

7. THE FIELDS OF THE WIERINGER POLDER ARE
CONNECTED BY A NET-WORK OF CANALS

Since the polders are all below sea-level, they would soon
be re-flooded, were they not protected by dikes.

Ring-like dikes are being built around the Jissel lake; water
is being gradually, but steadily, pumped out of it, until the bed
is reached and visible, and when this job is accomplished, the
Dutch will be rewarded with a vast tract of richly fertile land for
farming. At regular distances, there are open canals, which receive
excess water, be it rain-water or water brought in by the flood-tides.

8. AND WE ALREADY KNOW, OF COURSE, THAT THE
WIND-MILL IS THE SYMBOL
OF THE DUTCH COUNTRYSIDE

Since the lands were (and are) below sea-level, it was neces-
sary to raise the water levels of the canals and the polders in
order to make their own waters flow back into the sea. The answer
to that problem was pumps. With that aim in view, the Dutch in-
vented the windmill in the 15th Century. Their frames were cov-
ered with cloth which bucked the wind, causing them to turn, and

activating a central piston which set a pump in motion that raised
the water-level.

9. AND THERE ARE SCENES OF THE FLAT AND
BOUNDLESS DUTCH FLATLANDS

There were actually hundreds and thousands of windmills in
use up to the turn of the century, in Holland. Then wind power
was gradually replaced by steam engines and, later, by electric
motors. Today, there are only 40 or so windmills operating with
the old windpower method, while all the others just silently
decorate the countryside.

The new polders stretch as flat as the surface of a plate and
are boundless as far as the eye can see to the horizon.

10. THESE ARE THE FATTED RICH PASTURE-LANDS
OF AN OLD POLDER

The polders have extremely fertile soil, since the land has
hardly begun to be exploited, since they had been first flooded.
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This is an almost virgin soil, and thanks to the very damp- year-
round climate, ideal for cattle-raising because of its rich pasture-
lands.

11. HERE WE SEE THE MECHANIZED MILKING THAT
IS PRACTICED IN A MODERN POLDER

Cattle-raising is of the greatest economic importance. There
are at least two and a half million head, some for slaughtering and
the rest for milking and dairy products. The animals are always
left in the open-air; cows are milked mornings and evenings by
modern mechanized equipment.

Milk production is of the highest grade; the quality of the
cattle receives more attention than the quantity of production. The
black and white bovines, for example, are renowned the world-
over.

12. AND HERE WE HAVE THE CHEESE
MART AT ALKMAAR

A large quantity of the milk is diverted to the art of cheese-
production and butter, much of which are destined for export.
There are various important cheese-making centers which lend
their names to their particular brand: Eoam, Hoorn, Gouda,
Alkmaar. The spherical form of the cheeses is typically Dutch,
and the cheeses that are set aside for export are coated with a
vivid red wax. '

In various cities, such as Alkmaar, a public sale is held on
the open market, and the vendors are always attired in white tra-
ditional costumes, exemplifying the hygienic aspects of their
labors.

13. AND NOW FOR A FIELD OF TULIPS IN FULL-BLOOM

Horticulture is another important source of economy for Holl-
and. The tulips of Holland are also world-famous and in spring-
time you can see entire fields devoted to their care. Since many
other flowers grown by the Dutch require kinder temperatures,
they are cultivated in greenhouses. Only the words, “loving care”
can describe the resulting marvelous hundreds of varieties and
colors derived from a single ancestral flower and that’s counting
only one species.

An efficient and modern auction organization and the speed

of air-freight to foreign lands has made the horticulture of the
Netherlands world-famous.




14. AND THIS IS A PROSPEROUS FACTORY

The Dutch landscape is dotted with countless flourishing fac-
tories. You often see an attractively and carefully built pretty little
buildings constructed along urban plans and specifications but
the roof is almost always made of straw. Fruit-growing is also car-
ried out with the greatest care, and the peasants approach to their
work is to think in terms of prize-winning. The best of the crop
is always set aside for exports. The Dutch are not “show-offs”.
They just take pride in their work and to let others enjoy the
fruits of their labors.

Countless green-houses produce out-of-season vegetables and
fruits which are sold daily in German, Belgian and French cities.

15. THIS IS A FISH-FLEET

A country facing the open-sea, Holland nourishes its own
ancient fishing traditions. Enormous schools of herring are as thick
as a line of defense fortifications all along the coast. Half of all
the fishing catch is herring. In the large cities such as Rotterdam
and Amsterdam, the pushcart vendors have huge wooden tubs filled
with raw herring-filets soaked in brine. It is amusing to see cus-
tomers lined up, dipping their fingers into the brine, come up with
a long filet, tilt their heads back and watch the raw fish disappear
inch-by-inch into the mouth and down the throat. Incidentally, the
Dutch fishing-fleets catch a large quantity of tuna, too.

Credit for the “smoking” of fish goes to the Dutch, too, who
conceived and devised the process during the middle Ages, are
enormous step forward in the economy of Holland, itself, and the
other countries who rapidly adopted it and put it to their own
profitable use.

16. THE LITTLE FISHING VILLAGE AND PORT OF URK

Many small villages in Holland subsist exclusively on fishing
and over the centuries various traditions have arisen from this
occupation. After the great dike had been built, many of these
small fishing villages like Urk, for example, which were located
in the Zuider Zee area, found themselves cut off from direct con-
tact with the sea. Consequently, many fishermen had no choice
other than to take up farming in order to earn a living. But quite
a few of them persisted, even if now they had to navigate through
countless canals in order to reach the sea.

7. THE RHINE RIVER AT NIMEGA

Several of the largest rivers in Europe empty into Holland.
T'he Rhine, one of the oldest and most important navigable water-
ways on the continent flows into Holland in the vicinity of Nimega,
and cuts across the land forming two distinct regions which have
been named Waal and Lek. The Meuse River also flows an ap-
preciable distance through the country, as does also the Schelda
with its source in Belgium and touches the Low Countries close to
its mouth.

18. THE CANAL THAT JOINS AMSTERDAM
WITH THE RHINE

The rivers of Holland are united by a tight network of canals
that reaches almost every inhabited center, thereby causing a very
intense inland waterway traffic. Actually, the canals were not at
first intended for the purposes of Navigation; they were dug with
the aim of taking up the overflow from the fields and then carrying
it out to sea.

19. A POWERFUL CANAL LOCK AT LELYSTAD

As we have already pointed out, Holland’s inland waterways
have different surface levels. Therefore, in order to permit naviga-
tion between two canals of different levels, powerful locks had to
be constructed. Simply stated, these locks are fashioned like a
basin with two doors, one at the entrance and the other at the exit,
bringing the levels of both canals to a single common height.

Upon opening the first door, the water in the basin rises to
the level of the first canal; this enables the craft to enter, where-
upon the door is closed. When the other door is opened, the water
goes into the basin, causing the level to rise to the height of the
second canal.

20. AND HERE WE HAVE A DRAW-BRIDGE

Whenever a street crosses an inland waterway, the bridge has
to be high enough for the sailing craft to pass under it, otherwise
the bridge must of necessity be movable. There are literally hun-
dreds of such bridges in Holland, some that rise vertically and
others that rotate horizontally every time that a watercraft comes by.

21. THESE ARE VESSELS IN ROTTERDAM HARBOR

Rotterdam is the greatest navigation center of them all. Ap-
proximately only ten miles from the sea, it is reached by an im-
mense inland canal and has developed into an enormous port. It

5




ranks the first in Europe for commercial importance, and second
only to the Port of New York which is the world’s largest and
most important. Aside from freight carriers, Rotterdam also handles
a heavy passenger traffic.

22. HERE IS A GENERAL VIEW OF ROTTERDAM HARBOR

Rotterdam harbor has achieved its present-day great impor-
tance chiefly because of its geographic location. Actually situated
where the Rhine River empties into the sea, it serves as a transfer
center for all types of cargo, from Central Europe and especially
the industrial Ruhr district of Germany, whose freight is man-
ifested for foreign markets. Hundreds of light inland waterway
craft sail into Rotterdam daily, whose cargoes are transferred to
the larger ocean-going vessels headed for final destination to points
all over the world.

23. SCHIPOL AIRPORT ON THE OUTSKIRTS
OF AMSTERDAM

Schipol is the most important airport in Holland, located just
outside Amsterdam proper. It, too, is built upon a polder which
had been reclaimed and dried from an ancient inland lake, while
it is still actually about five yards below sea-level. A large number
of international airlines serve Schipol, thereby connecting it with
almost every country on the globe.

24. THE TOURIST-BATHING CENTER AT SCHEVENINGEN,
NEAR THE HAGUE

The climate in Holland is very unkind. It rains often and much,
while fogs and winds are almost constant. On rare sunshiny days,
the people flock to the country and the seashore, anxious to breathe
the fresh clean air. There are many tourists and many attractive
facilities of all kinds have sprung up, especially at the seashores.

25. STREET TRAFFIC IN THE HEART OF ROTTERDAM

The city of Rotterdam, with its heart-beat pulsating around
the harbor focal point, and busy as a bee-hive, is spreading and
growing in size as rapidly as a drop of oil on a steel-plate; it is a
modern industrial center with countless factories and buiness of-
fices. As a city it has the third largest population in Holland. In
fact, it is the largest industrial center in the country and, as has

been already pointed out, the chief focal point of the import-
export traffic.

26. THIS STATUE HAS BECOME THE SYMBOL
OF ROTTERDAM

In May, 1940, the Germans bombed the center of the city and
reduced almost all of it to rubble and ruin. Some sections were
completely wiped out. At the end of the war, while Zadkine, the
sculptor, was walking along, surveying the devastation, thought of
carving a statue that would express the horror and pain of a city
that had been wracked and torn to complete destruction.

The result was a disemboweled figure whose base is even torn
and disrupted, and whose arms are stretched heavenward as though
begging for mercy.

Today the statue stands at the center of one of Rotterdam’s
principal squares and it has become the symbol of the city.

27. THE CENTER OF THE CITY OF ROTTERDAM
RISES AGAIN FROM ITS RUINS

After the catastrophic destruction of war, the heart of the city
was completely rebuilt according to new and different plans that
have completely changed its aspect from the old. The rules of
modern architecture and urban renewal have been applied with
prodigality. The Rotterdam of today boasts that it is the most
modern city in all Holland, while at the same time that it is one
of the most beautiful in the continent of Europe.

28. THE CAROLINGIAN CHAPEL, NEAR NIMEGA

The history of Holland is rich and glorious. There are many
spots that still preserve traces of its past.

On a hill, high above the Rhine, near Nimega, stands an
octagonal chapel of the Carolingian era, built by Charlemagne and
originally intended to be part of a castle. It was then known as
the “Falcon’s Lair”, since Charlemagne often took his sons there
to learn the skills of falcon-hunting.

29. THE KOPPEL GATE AT AMERSFOORT

Amersfoort, a small city of 50,000 inhabitants, also preserves
rich evidences of its medieval past. The city is built upon a trib-
utary of the Eem River at whose entrance the Gate of Koppel was
built in 1400, as a city defense rampart. And even today it stands
for us to admire its powerful and harmonious architecture.
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30. THE CENTRAL SQUARE OF HOORN
AND THE STATUE OF ]. P. COEN

For centuries Hoorn was a prosperous commercial center and
during Holland’s Golden Era, its sailing vessels plied the oceans.
The famous navigator, Schouten was born there (1580-1625), the
first ever to round the lower tip of South America, naming it
“Cape Hoorn”, in honor of his native city; and J.P. Coen (1587-
1629), founder of the vast Dutch colonial empire.

But while it remains to this day the preserver of many ancient
edifices, it is no longer of any appreciable economic importance.

31. THIS IS THE COURTYARD OF THE HAGUE PALACE
WITH THE BUILDING THAT CONTAINS THE
“SALON OF THE CAVALIERS”

The Hague is the most historically rich city in all of Holland.
In 1248, the Count of Holland, William II, who was also Emperor
of the Holy Roman Empire, built the first castle on that site. It
became the residence of the Counts of the Province of Holland,
and subsequently of the Stadtholders. The “Binnen Hof Castle”
consists of a complex of buildings surrounding a vast court in the
center of which stands the “Salon of the Cavaliers” which is today
both the throne room and seat of the Dutch Parliament.

32. THE PALACE OF JUSTICE AT THE HAGUE

Amsterdam is the nation’s capital, but the Government, the
Court, and the Embassy are located at the Hague. It is a typically
residential city in which government bureaus and offices abound.
In this city we find a number of cultural institutions and interna-
tional organizations, such as the International Court of Justice,
which convenes in a pretentious palace built about 1900.

33. THE MODERN SECTION OF THE CITY OF LEYDEN

Leyden is a small-scale city which is known the world-over
for its ancient university. In 1574 the city heroically and success-
fully withstood two long sieges by the Spaniards. As a reward,
the Count of Orange offered the city complete freedom from taxes
or the gift of a chartered university. The citizens chose the uni-
versity. And that is how Holland had its first seat of higher learn-
ing which boasted famous scientists and research scholars which

later made the University of Leyden one of the most celebrated
in Europe.

The city was later made more beautiful by the construction of
a large number of beautiful buildings which now make up the
modern part of the city which is reached by crossing a draw-bridge.

34. THE CENTRAL SQUARE OF NIMEGA

Haarlem is one of the most characteristically Dutch cities in
the whole country. Its narrow streets, its beautiful homes that
fairly sparkle because of their cleanliness, many of which were
built as far back as the 1600’s, preserve the incredibly rich decor
of those times, with their front elevations gaily trimmed and steps
that make each of them a truly artistic jewel.

Years ago, the city was an art center, famous for its school
of painting. The envious of the Haarlem of today are very pros-
perous, owing to intensive horticulture, especially of tulips of
countless species.

35. THE MAIN SQUARE OF HAARLEM

Haarlem is one of the most characteristic cities of Holland.
The streets are narrow; its houses are neat and beautiful; many
of them were built in the 16th century. They preserve the elaborate
decorations and trimmings common to the time in which they were
built. The facades are ornamented with friezes or steps that makes
them real masterpieces of art. '

The city in ancient times harbored a famous school of paint-
ing. The suburbs of Haarlem are very charming on account of
extensive cultivation of flowers, particularly of tulips.

36. A CANAL IN OLD AMSTERDAM

Amsterdam, the capitol of the Low Countries, is called the
“Venice of the North”, no doubt because of its canals and bridges.
Despite the fact that it has about one million inhabitants, it pre-
serves its atmosphere of quiet dignity, and remains so quiet that
at times it seems not to utter a sound. Many “Barbary organs” go
rolling along the narrow streets of Old Amsterdam while blending
their own popular music with the lives of the dwellers; while at
the same time adding an unmistakable note (over-tone) of folklore
to the city.

37. THE HEART OF AMSTERDAM AND THE SINGEL
CANAL, AND IN THE BACKGROUND,
THE TREASURY MINT

The entire city of Amsterdam is built upon water and the
foundations of the houses rest on countless poles tightly set into
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the mud upon which the whole city is laid out. At its peak of the
prosperity of the Dutch Colonial Empire, the city was one of the
greatest and busiest trade centers in Europe. Today the Port of
Rotterdam is much more important, but Amsterdam has preserved
many buildings, such as the Tower of the Maint, as a memento
of its former splendor.

38. A DIAMOND CUTTER’S WORKSHOP

For the longest time Amsterdam has been famous as the
world-center of diamond-cutting. The diamonds come from mines
all over the world for cutting and polishing in the workshops of
Amsterdam, where expert artisans jealously guard their trade
secrets and pass them along from father to son.

39. A STREET IN THE VILLAGE OF MARKEN

Many Dutch villages, which are situated very far from the
major means of transportation, have faithfully kept their loyalties
to the old systems of traditional living. Even the houses that are
built today retain the old styles of architecture, and the people,
especially if they are farmers, wear the typically quaint “sabots”,
or wooden shoes; in some regions, in fact, the old-style garment
are still worn.

40. A MARKEN FAMILY ATTIRED
IN TRADITIONAL LOCAL GARMENTS

Since time immemorial every village in Holland has adhered
to its characteristic garments, quite different from those worn in
other villages, and even the village right next to it. The women’s
bonnets, the lace around the torso, the style of the men’s trousers,
the colors of the woven cloths (materials, dry goods) ...and a
thousand other details that distinguished one villager from one in
another. Today, only a few of the villages adhere to this quaint
and ancient tradition. Marken, a Protestant hamlet, is one of them.
Here we see a family on the way to church.

41. THE MEDIEVAL COSTUME OF A GOUDA CITIZEN

While a number of villages preserve their popular costumes
even today, in several cities such as Gouda many people wear
their ancient costumes on holidays to participate in official parades
and displays of historical folklore. Such is a souvenir of a rich
historical past which is also preserved and documented in the
painting of the Holland of the golden centuries.

42. THE END.






