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3. THIS IS A MAP OF DENMARK

Denmark is a small country with a surface area of about
32,000 square miles, two-thirds of which comprise the Jutland
Peninsula which, in itself is made up of about 600 islands of such
tiny dimensions that nobody lives there, but there are larger ones,
too, and these of considerable size.

Denmark stand out like a bridge thrust between Germany and
the Scandinavian Peninsula; its only land frontier marks where
Jutland meets Germany. Geographically, Denmark reminds us of
northern Germany, but culturally, it is part of the Scandinavian
world.

4. THIS IS THE COAST OF LOWER ZEELAND

Notwithstanding the enormous expanse of the Danish coastline,
because of the hundreds of scattered islands, they have no ap-
preciable number of safe harbors, since the terrain that touches
the sea is often flat and swampy, separated from the open sea by
a succession of sand dunes which are more than 30 feet high. The
areas that are protected by these dunes have been dried out in a
manner that has been similarly employed to create the Dutch
polders.

5. THIS IS A VIEW OF THE ZEELAND COUNTRYSIDE

The land-surface of Denmark shows the unmistakable effects
of the pre-historical glacial and post-glacial periods. During a
later geological period, the country was entirely covered with a
sheath of ice, whose slow melting shaped the surface of the land
which today, despite the fact that measures only about 600 feet
at its highest point, is nevertheless varied and adorned throughout
by gentle rolling hills.




6. AND THIS IS A VIEW OF THE JUTLAND COUNTRYSIDE

While the hilly terrain of the larger Danish islands is ve
fertile and lends itself readily to farming, the land in Jutlandriy
not so kind. Vast tracts are sandy and covered with fossilizeg
carbpn deposits which are similar to those found in lower German
Cutting away some of this deposit and setting it out to dry, as seeyr;
here, a combustible material that is widely used in the coimt is
obtained. This material is the same as that found in some o?l,the

Briti§h Isles, notable Ireland and Scotland where peat-bogs dot the
terrain.

7. AND NOW A WORD ABOUT THE FAMOUS
RUNIC STONE OF JELLING

Denmark’s history is rich and glorious. The country must have
had human habitation even in the most ancient times since stone
bone, bronze, gold and silver objects have been unearthed by ar:
cheologists.

It is difficult to piece a history together on the basis of simple
objects, for it would be much easier to do so from written doc-
uments, such as the Runic stones, which bear carved inscriptions,
but in an unknown alphabet, which apparently relate salient re-
ports of the era approximately in the year 1,000 A.D.

8. THIS MONUMENT WAS ERECTED TO HONOR
THE MEMORY OF BISHOP ABSALON

“Norsemen” — or men of the North was the name given to the
people “‘rho lived in Scandinavia in the Middle Ages. They were
able navigators who organized expeditions to England, France, and
as far south as the Mediterranean.

In 1018 A.D., Canute, king of the Danes, invaded and occupied
En_gland, thereby launching the development of his own country
which was to grow in strength and prosper for several centuries.
One of the outstanding figures of that period was Bishop Absalon,
who as primate of the Church and governor of Denmark, during
the X'III Century, successfully led the country to victory over
the pirates who had infested the Black Sea, and set up a number
of f01'tres§es, one of which was the nucleus of the City of Copen-
hagen which rapidly took shape around this stronghold.

9. AND THIS IS F REDERIKBORG CASTLE, AT HILLEROD

_ Denmark achieved the zenith of her power in the XVth Century;
in 1397 A.D., thanks to the rule of a wise political dynasty, the
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Danish monarchy succeeded in uniting with Sweden and Norway
under its own scepter and crown, thus forming a formidabie and
powerful Scandinavian political, social, and economic entity that
was to last until 1523 A.D., when Sweden demanded and won her
own autonomous rule and independence. The dozens of castles
which had been built bear witness to the greatness of the power
that had been achieved in that era.

10. AND HERE WE BEHOLD HAMLET’S
CASTLE AT ELSINORE

If the castle in the previous photo is celebrated for having
been the coronation site of the Danish kings for more than two
centuries, this one is famous not only because of the beauty of its
renaissance style in the Dutch motif, and for its strategic position
since it commands the sea-strait that lies between Denmark and
Sweden, but also because Shakespeare selected it as the imaginary
setting of his Hamlet tragedy.

11. HERE WE SEE THE ROYAL PALACE OF AMALIENBORG

After the period of greatest splendor in the history of
Denmark, there followed centuries of unrest, punctuated by in-
ternecine warfare among’ the nobles, the monarchy, and the com-
mon people themselves. In the middle of the previous century, the
absolute monarchy became constitutional, gradually surrendering,
one by one, its every political power, but staunchly and loyally
continuing, right up to this day, to preserve the country’s unit and
integrity.

12. AND HERE WE WITNESS THE CHANGING OF THE
GUARD AT THE ROYAL PALACE

Every day, in front of the Royal Palace which is set at the
very center of Copenhagen, an interesting ritual takes place, the
changing of the guard which is carried out in a rigid and almost
theatrical manner, very much as it is done by the guard at Buck-
ingham Palace, in London. Incidentally, the Danes are great ad-
mirers of the British. The more affluent Danish men invariably
insists that their custom tailors use only British textiles to replenish
their wardrobes!

The guards are daily attired in uniforms of rich blue which
are replaced by resplendently red ones on holidays only. Danish
monarchs are known to lead simple and sane lives they are often
seen, unguarded, strolling on the streets of the capital, humbly and
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democratically, a fact which makes the common people, as well as
everyone else, love them.

13. THIS IS A VIEW OF THE HEART OF COPENHAGEN

Copenhagen has a population of approximately 1,250,000 and
in the largest center in all of Scandinavia. Oddly enough, more
than one-fourth of the population of Denmark live in the capital
which makes a Copenhagen the indisputable heart of the countr):
from every conceivable point of view: administrative, economic
industrial, commercial, and cultural. :

14. AND HERE WE SEE THE MUNICIPAL SQUARE
OF THE CAPITAL

~ As we have already mentioned, the capital of Denmark dates
its ori.gin from the fortress that Bishop Absalon built. It rapidly
grew into a fishing and commercial center which soon came to be
called “Copenhagen” which simply means “port of the merchants”.

The. majestic Municipal Square is located today in the heart
of the city. It is surrounded by huge public buildings among which

the Municipal Building, completed at the end of the 19th Century,
1s outstanding.

15. VESTERBROGADE IS ONE OF COPENHAGEN’S
MAIN THOROUGHFARES

lering the period of its resurgence, the Danish capital was
embellished by the construction of many large buildings which
made it one of the most beautiful and famous cities in Europe.
But even today, there are certain districts in Copenhagen that
preserve the appearance of the dim past, with their quiet, almost
deserte.d, streets, along which we see sumptuous dwellings, at the
same time that the most modern buildings are going up in other
parts of the city, marking the sustained economic development
which is infusing fresh vitality into the city.

16. THIS IS THE CHRISTENSHAVEN
CANAL IN COPENHAGEN

Copenhagen arose as a maritime center and port of entry at
a point where the sea narrows down into a canal between two
islands. The old section of the city is built upon this canal and
smaller, secondary, canals. There is hardly any traffic on them
today because they are too small for large ocean-going craft to
negotiate them. But they can accommodate smaller vessels which
give a quaintly characteristic air to the city.
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17. AND THIS IS COPENHAGEN, PORT OF ENTRY

Copenhagen harbor is the largest in the country and one of the
major ones in lower Europe. It accommodates passenger ocean
liners that head for destinations all over the globe and it receives
incoming freighters that provide the country with practually all
kinds of raw materials to fulfill its domestic needs Denmark has
no mineral resources: therefore, Danish industry is given ex-
clusively to the conversion of these raw materials and to man-
ufacture.

18. THIS IS THE MIDDLEFORT BRIDGE

Because of Denmark geographical topography (makeup, for-
mation) composed of hundreds of islands, most of its means of
transportation and communication are carried out by water. Hun-
dreds of freighters, vessels and ferryboats keep regular service
schedules among the islands, but navigation is very often curtailed
by storms and the icy winters. In order to meet these difficulties
and to speed up traffic, huge bridges have been built to keep the
islands more in touch with each other.

19. AND A WORD OR TWO ABOUT THE

COPENHAGEN AIRPORT

During a particularly severe winter, Copenhagen is almost
completely ice-bound so that waterway, railway, and automobile
traffic are paralyzed. The airways remain as the only means of
communication with the outside world. Air travel is highly de-
veloped. In the immediate outskirts of the capital, we find a very
modern airport.

20. COPENHAGEN ALSO IS PROUD OF ITS
THERMO-ELECTRICAL POWER-STATION
IN ITS HARBOR

To sort of balance the equation, Denmark’s fertile soil which
necessarily and primarily makes it a vast farmland, is offset by
the lack of mineral resources. However, since no country in the
modern sense can subsist entirely from farming, Denmark has
created an intelligently planned industrial system, emphasizing
certain special areas and by training highly-skilled labor. Sources
of energy are therefore a basic requirement: since the land yields
no coal or petrol, and has no waterfalls, Denmark is forced to im-
port all kinds of fuels to produce a steady supply of thermo-
electrical power.




21. ELSINOR, HAMLET’S STAMPING GROUND,
IS NOW A SHIPYARD INSTALLATION

Denmark has succeeded in achieving world pre-eminence in
several spheres of industrial activity, but outstanding among these
is cement-making machinery, complete and entire such plants being
exported all over the world, and the building of watercraft motors,
There are various vast shipyards in Denmark, but the naval motors
assembled there are quite frequently installed in vessels that have
been built in other countries.

22. THIS IS GRAIN BEING HARVESTED IN ZEELAND

Notwithstanding the fact that industry is going forward in
leaps and bounds from year to year, farming occupies first place
in the national economy and is engaged in, with tightly intensive
methods. Since land surface is limited, land is never wasted or
allowed to go fallow. 65% of the terrain is arable and made to
yield crops half of which are cereals, such as oats, hay, durum
wheat, and the less nutritive white flour grain; we must also note
that a large fraction of the soil is planted to fodder which is in-
dispensable to catile-raising.

23. HERE WE SEE EXAMPLES OF MAGNIFICENT DANISH
MILCH OR DAIRY COWS

Cattle-raising may be said to be the largest source of the
country’s income since it alone constitutes five-sixths of all of
Denmark’s exports and more than makes up for a favorable trade-
balance against the importation of raw materials needed for the
domestic industrial potential.

There are about three and one-half million bovine cattle in
Denmark, a large number of which are cows that are a particular
Danish breed, with white hides and red patches, and are prolific
producers of milk.

24. THE RAISING OF PIGS IS ALSO A SOURCE
OF SUBSTANTIAL NATIONAL INCOME

Head-for-head, the swine far outnumber the bovines. There
are more than six million of them. They are raised with modern
equipment and with scientific care, mostly in modern “factories”,
as the Danes are apt to call them where the hogs live in stalls
under carefully controlled conditions of light, temperature and
hum.ldity, as well as the fodder which is fed them, under scientific
specifications. Danish hams are exported to all parts of the world,
and particularly to England.
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25. THESE ARE DRAUGHT-OR,
WORK-HORSES IN JUTLAND

While there are a great many horses in Denmark, they are no
longer as important as formerly since mechanized farming has
become more widespread. One of the secrets of the rapid grov.vth
of agriculture and cattle-raising is due to the sudden organization
of the cooperatives which were adopted in the last century and
allows the farmers to select otherwise too costly farm machinery
from a common pool. This system has been brought about by good
common sense and sound reasoning, while it also cuts down on
wasted time, effort, and production costs and abolishes abuses and
useless exploitation,

26. HIVIDE SANDE IS A NATURAL FISH-PORT
IN JUTLAND

Fishing also accounts for a good part of the national economy
which we must take into account. The catch far exceeds the market
for domestic needs; therefore a good part of it is canned or smoked
and sold abroad. The North Sea and the Danish straits abound
with fish, especially herring.

27. THESE ARE FISHERMEN AT WORK, NET-MENDING

Fishing in Denmark is not limited to any one spot. There are
all sizes of fishing hamlets all over, and almost every island has
its own fishing village which thrive exclusively on this type of
enterprise. In this scene, a number of fishermen are seen repairing
a buoy which is used to keep the nets afloat, so that they do not
sink to great depths when cast into the sea.

28. HERE WE SEE A CHILD ORPHANAGE
NEAR COPENHAGEN

Denmark, as well as the other Scandinavian countries, is known
the world over for its highly developed welfare and social sense.
The states provide well-staffed and equipped children’s refuges,
where the most modern educational methods are practiced; schools
are free, no tuition fees required in any of them, at all levels;
insurance against illness or incapacity is obligatory for every-
body and premium rates are insignificantly low; regardless of
how years a citizen has worked, he is entitled to pension
benefits right to the grave.




29. AND HERE WE SEE THE NEW LOUISIANA MUSEUM
OF ART NEAR COPENHAGEN

Despite the fact that Denmark has not been blessed with rich
natural resources, as we have noted, but on the basis of farming
and an industrial complex that was virtually created out of noth-
ing, it has nevertheless reached the highest possible level of social
life to be found anywhere on earth. From the viewpoint of tech-
nological and industrial progress, Denmark is certainly surpassed
by other European countries, but from the standpoints of civic and
social education, she ranks up front with the leaders,

30. THIS IS A MODERN CARPET-FACTORY IN HERNING

Modern art has made its way into the everyday lives of the
Danes, as can be seen from their architecture, as in every other
sphere of activity but, above all, in the field of industrial design.
Indeed, for quite a few years now, Scandinavian furniture and
other Danish handwork in wood, glass, ceramics, and metals have
competed successfully in the world markets.

31.. AND HERE WE SEE THE ADVENTIST
CHURCH IN ROSKILDE

Architecture has assumed the most untraditional styling, not
only in the construction of private dwellings, but also in the ap-
pearance of public and religious buildings. This modern church
in Roskilde is built upon a triangular pattern, with a very bright
interior that opens directly into a garden by means of a removable
window. Ninety eight percent of the Danes are Protestant, while
only two percent are Catholic.

32. HERE IS THE BIRTHPLACE OF ANDERSEN, AT ODENSE

Notwithstanding the steady, but continuous, unconventional
evolution in Denmark’s everyday living, there is, nevertheless, a
lingering taste for the traditional that recall the past such as fables
and legends. Denmark does not boast of many national heroes, but
Hans Christen Andersen is probably the most celebrated Dane in
the history of his country, for he wrote several of the most delight-
ful and gentle fables for children; and even today, thousands of
tourists continue to visit the house where he was born, which has
now been converted into a museum.

33. THIS IS THE TIVOLI, AT COPENHAGEN

Youthful diversions and pastimes are another criterion of
Danish tastes, such as are found at the Tivoli, the very famous and
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always crowded “Luna Park” in the heart of Coperhagen. It covers
a wast sprawling area where there are dozens of diversions usually
seen at fairs, merry-go-rounds, midget autos, shooting galleries,
many restaurants, concert halls which feature both popular and
classical music, and several lakes with row-boats and playing
fountains.

34. THE DANES ALSO LIKE THEIR WEEK-END JAUNTS

They are great nature-lovers and because the weather is un-
kind, rainy and cold for stretches of several months at a time, they
rush to enjoy the coming of summer, fair weather and sunshine.
There is a great profusion of small cabins which are rented for
weekends during summer vacations; since they are constructed of
wood and do not boast luxurious conveniences, they are rented at
such low cost that they are within the need of every modest purse.

35. THIS IS A COBBLESTONE PAVING BEING LAID
OUT AROUND A CHURCH

Denmark is an outstanding example of a country that has
developed the highest possible social sense, despite its lack of
excessive riches, nor even enjoying leadership in technology or
mechanical engineering. Many commodities that flow off an as-
sembly-line in other countries are still made by hand, here, as we
see in this photo, but at the same time, workers who toil under
these seemingly primitive conditions, attend free evening schools,
known as the Folk Schools, own homes with modern appliances,
and are members of associations where they frequently meet to
discuss current problems.

36. AND THIS IS THE SAUSAGE VENDOR

A popular figure in Danish life is the polser vendor; polsers
are long boiled sausages that are eaten with hot sauce. Thesg ped-
dlers are to be found at every street-corner and Danish village.
The local cuisine is very monotonous and often insipid (tasteless,
unsavory ) ; the only truly characteristic item is the smorgasbord
sandwich which consists of.a roll which is filled with any one of
hundreds of recipes.

37. THIS IS THE MAIN SQUARE IN ESBJERG

Because of Copenhagen’s enormous size, where one-fourth the
population of Denmark resides, all the other Danish cities display
a very provincial way of life in contrast. All in all, they have the
appearance of being tiny and almost insignificant.



Another interesting change which has taken place in Denmark
in recent years is the gradual disappearance of the bicycles which
could be counted by the million. Now they are being constantly
replaced by the automobile.

38. AND, FINALLY, WE HAVE A VIEW OF RIBE

AND ITS CATHEDRAL

Thanks to its rich history and its glorious past, we find count-
less medieval and Renaissance structures in Denmark. In the olden
days, every village was proud to be able to build its own rich
church, so that today, in almost forgotten tiny communities, we
can yet see splendid Roman and Gothic structures, decorated both
inside and out with sculptures and frecos. The cathedral at Ribe
is one of the finest examples of Roman art in all of Denmark.

39. THE END.
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