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Geography of Great Dritain in Colour

GENEIAL INTRODUTTION

The purpose of this series is to offer te teachers a
collection of colour pictures (many of which have been
apeciolly shot for the series) which complement the
material available in the black and white series,
Hegional Geography of Great Uritain, The present serios
in not primarily regional in approach, but rather
thematic and humanistic, though at times all these
aHpocts way eoineide, Nor s it nocessarily exhaustivo,
but it allows freedom to deal with more detailed toples
ut closer range. It is hoped that this supplementary
material will be found useful over as wide an age range
a8 is the black and white series - for general work in
the upper Primary and Modern School and for more detai
work, calling fully on the supporting notes, in Grammn
Schools,
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INTIODUCT ION

The Cotswolds form part of a great scam of Dolitic
limestone which stretches from the Dorset coast to
Lineolnshire in a roaghly soutliwest to northeast
dlirection. The origin of the naswe is doubtful. Isaac
Taylor - an authority on place names - says that
'Cota' and "Uold' both mean ‘wood', and are derived
from Celtie and Anglo-Saxon words respectively, Anothop
suggestion is that 'Cots' derives from 'cotes' - four
storeyed buildings in which lamhing took place. [Nuna
of these is left today), The Cotewolds cover an arca
of ubout 800 sq., milea, being 57 milea long from Bath
Lo Meon Mill (about O miles north of Chipping Campden)
and varying in width from 0 to 28 miles. They vary
in height freom approximately G00ft to 1000ft, the high
point being Cleeve Common, 1083ft. The range is com
of tho Great and Inferior Oolite, interspersed with
Fuller's Earth and Stonesflield Slate. These strata
tilted so as to form a steop scarp on the west, and
ralling plateaus or wolds sloping gently eastwards to
the basins of the Uppor Thames and Bristel Aven.

There nre three distinet aroas:

L) The South Wolds — an alwost flat platesu on Oolite
Livestone, which here ia rather a cold grey in colout

2) The Stroudwater ills further novth, This arca l
Lhe most dramatie seenery i Gloucestershire. A numb
of tributaries of the Frome linve formed attractive
sloop-sided valleys running down to the Severn Vale,
lHere the limestone is warmer in tone, The platean fa
gently on the eastern side to the Upper Thames countp

3) The maio part of the Cotswelds, still further nor
dere the stone takes on a definite golden tinge, and |
western searp straighitens out becuause it is not cut B
By dlreams to the sane extont, The watershed lics ol
to the west except where the dtroud and Frome valloys
sbrike deeply into the heart of the hilla, 0 the oble
rivors which deain the area, the Churn and Coln both £l



in pretty valleys south of Cirencester and at Lechlide
respectively, while the Windrush is one of the most
picturesque of the Cotswold streams. The upper valley
of the Frome is wonderful country, and all Strouwdwater
is lovely, especially in autuwan when the beech woods are
at their best.

The limestone of the Cotswolds consists of small rounded
grains of ealeiwn carbonate tightly pneked together and
resembling the roe of a fish - hence the name Oolite
which i8 derived Erom two Greel words meaning ‘egrstone',
II,Jd, Massingham writes of it:

"Bencath the soil il 1s a delieate hulff to orance eolour;
after woathering and long exposure it Lounes to & warm
silvery groy. This transformation affeects its surface

go that, sole among limestones, it possesses the quality
of retaining light, and so of responding to the moods

of light', Some heds of Oolite are fine-grained aml can
be eut or carved very casily when Preshly quarried, but
this stone hardens on exposure and is very durable. This
"froestone’, as it is ealled, is the building stone which
has given the Cotswold countryside its distinctive
character, Otlher beds oceur as thin layers casily split
on oxposure bto [rost, and these have given riee to the
stone 'slats' used lor roofing Cotawold houses, 'The

Blone hog lenl iteelf to wvan's purpose with sueh doeility

that throughout the region, farm huildings, mansions aud
churches, no matter when huilt, blend harmoniously with
each other and with their surreundings’.

Duilding in Cotswold stone derived from two traditions -
ooe primitive, represented by Delas Knap (a prehistoric
burianl barrow near Winchcombe), the other eivilised,
represented by Lhe Saxon arch at Coln Rogers cliureh
influenced by Rome. Doth traditions have continued to
the present day. AL [irst stones Found on or near the
surface were used, and this helped to rid the ground of
gtones which would be a nuisance when ploughing. Then
stone was quarried and fashioned with tools according
to the kind of work to be done. The rougher the stones
the more the skill required in building., Fourteenth

century Cotawold quarries bocame so productive as to
leave their mark on England as a whole, the Perpendicular
style ol archilecture Leing doveloped [irst in Cotswold
gtone. The men who worked the Onlite learned to lLie
artists in stone when decorating the Cotswold churches -
work whiclh was moade possilile with the wealth of the wool
merchants of the late Middle Apres. '

Desides being used for buildings, great stones were
formerly quarried for troughs and grinderg of cider
mille; the wmoveable stone rolling on its circumferenco
could be as big as a cartwhoel and weigh over 2 tons.

The Cotswolds have given their name to a breed of sheep
whose ancestors probably rommed these hills in Neolithie
times. As far back aos lloman times wool was important

in the arca, and at Chedworth there are the remains of
n loman villa whieh was partly o fulling mill, This
importance ol wool continued, the woldas providing wide
sheep pastures. Fuller's Earth for the cleansing of
cloth was to be found, ond there was an abundant supply
of water. Moreover, Bristol was ncar [or exporting the
cloth and for importing the tiny insect 'kermes' from
which the scarlet dye was derived, the 'woad' (for blue
dye) being ebtained from locally grown plants. By the
16th century fulling mills were very plentiful, and
continued prosperous until the oarly 19th eentury. The
wool was scoured amd rinsed at the mills, carding,
spinning and weaving were done at home, then the eloth
was returned to the mills for Finishing by teazle and
fuller, The fuller was a pit into which the eloth was
pluced and beaten by heavy-headed wooden hammers. As
ecarly as the 12th contury Flomish traders came to the
Cotswolids for wool, and in the l4th century Florentine
merchants woere active competitors in the same markets.
In 1437 the king of Portugnl approached Henry IV for

the liberty to import 00 sacks of Cotswold wool to make
cloth of gold for Court cercmonial dress. Cotswold wool
was the prize for which wealthy merchants travelled down
Lo the faetors of Northleach, where great barns were
filled with wool from the neighbouring wolds.




In the Cely Papers there is a faithful pieture of the
lives and habits of the wool merchanta. The Celys were
wool merchants of Mark Lane, London, the father and
three sons buying chiefly at Northleach from William
Uidwinter. The family made so much money out of wool
that they owned land, hawks, horses, and guve expensive
presents, handled over £2000 worth of wool a year, and
negotinted with rich gentlemen for the hands of their
daughters, It is to the rich Cotswold werchants ol the
14th to the 17th centuries that we owe some of the
lovelient churches of the area, amongst them Chipping
Campden, Northleach, Fairford and Cironcester.

At the present time the Cotswolds arce still ossentially
agricultural, though sheep are no longer of major
importance, The breed which ereated the wealth of the
Middle Ages has practically died out owing to changes in
taste and [nshion, its place having been taken by cross—
breeds of smaller size producing only mediocre [lecces.
The reduction of sheep rearing and consequently of
folding has had an advers®e effect on the fertility of the
land, and with the increasing development of mechanisation
and the use of electricity, the rural cconomy is under-—
going a complete change. Scattered over the area are a
variety of small rural industries including gate and
hurdle making, charcoal burning, hand weaving and pottery
and the making of tool handles, sheep and cattle troughs,
Larm earts, harness and baskets, Tho HStroud rogion is
the only area where there is a concontration of
industries, cloth of the finest quality being made still
in a few milla, The many mills left cmpty by the

deeline of the woollen industry have heon taken over by
an eover increasing range of small-scalo manufacturers.
These inelude ngricultural and electrical engineering,
(in spite of the distance from supplies of raw materials)
woodturning and furniture making, paper and printing,
plasties and fitre-board works. Duilding industries
include goment, concrete and brick-making, while other
industrics are bacen-curing, flour milling and the making
of eattle foods, brewing, and the making of elothing

and elastic fabries, Many of the works are very modern
and exceedingly well equipped, and the adaptability of

1o

she people has been a conblributory factor in-the succoss
of these ventures. Such industrial expansion has
.nevitably been accompanied by a good deal of building,
but so wide iz the fame of many of tle villages e.g.
Dibury and Broadway, and mo important and lucrative the
tourist trade, that this has not bheen nllowed to detract
[row the nartienlar charm which mokes the Cotswolds so
unique in their appeal
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NOTES TO PICTHRES

Cotawold searp nbove Cam

Por 52 miles between Stinchcombe Hill in the south
Cotewolds and Dover's llill in the north near Chipping
Compden, the scarp or 'Bdge' has an unbroken skyline

as seen from the other gide of the river Severn to the
wost, At one time the scoarp oxtonded [urther west, but
weathering has caused it to recode, lecavine a numhor of
dotachod outlicrs such os Meon Hill in the north,
Churehdoyn between Gloueestor i Cheltenham, Rebin's
Wood i1l south of Gloucoster, and Cam Long Down at the
poutliern end,

llondlanda jut out from the scarp westwards providing
wonderful viewpoints, ¢.g. on a clear day the view [rom
llaresfield Beacon (between Gloucester and Stroud)
stretches 72 miles away to Dunkery Beacon on Exmoor, and
to the Clee Uills in Shropshire.

The picture shows the scarp near the southern cud of the
range looking west-south-west, The 'Edge' in the
[oregrowxl is thickly wooded, many of the trees being
boeches. Sueh hanging woods are typical of the greater
pairt of the searp slopo,

A sunll patel of gpreen, boare of trecs, can just be sopn
on the swmit of the scarp. This is lletty Pegler's '
Tunip = B00ft aliove sea level = o well koown long bharvow
of the New Stone Age. It is oval in shape, being 40yids
long, 30yds wide and 10ft high, with an entrance

30ins high, a passagoe noarly 8yds long running east
=west, and two chanbers of Oft square. ihen opened a
short time after Waterloo there were 30 human skeletons
[ound in it as well as remains of animpls, flint arrows=
heads and Roman coins.

Standing up from the Vale of Severn in the middle
distance of the picture is the outlier of Cam Long Down,
T00ft high, In prehistoric times this was the home of
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pit dwellers. Its stoop slopes are covered with bracken,
but there arc no trees and the top is bare. (An amusing
old legend aseribes its existence to the work of the
Devil).

Beyond Cam Lonug Down is the great spur of Stinchcombe
I[ill, and the Faint white line in the far distance is
the cstuary of the river Severn with the Forest of Dean
faintly visible bLeyond. Note the preponderance of
pasture land in the Vale.

quarrying building stone, Parmington Juarry

The Oolitie limestonc of the Cotswolds varies in

quality from place to place, and its use varies
accordingly, When quarrying it, the overburden of waste
rock or superficial soil must Lirst Le removed, then

the portien of rock which has heen exposed to weathering,
and finally either 'hlasting' or 'channeling' processcs
are usecd.

Blasting consists of drilling holes along outlines of
the bloclk to be removed and exploding blasting powder
in the holes. This method tends to shatter the stone,
hence stone obtained in this way is no pood for
building purposcs.

Channeling is therefore the method most often employed.
Mochines driven by stoam, compressed air, electricity,
or a combination of these, cut wertical or oblique
‘phannels very rapidly to a depth of B to 12ft, After
‘the channels have heen cut and a row of holes have been
drilled perpendicular to the ehannel, wedges are driven
dn and the required blocks are thus separated from the
lodere . {Whon the stone iz well jointed it is posaible
Lo make use of the joints inatead of channe]ing]. In
Hhis picture men are gefting out the stone with a har
fnd pick. The bar must be inserted between the joints
i order to loosen the blocks.

tawold stone is best quarried from April to October.
tn "green', i.c, just quarried, a cubie yard of
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stone weipghs 25ewt but when dry it weighs only 20 to
adewt

Dry stone walling, Iaxleton

=l

In this picture a man is scen repairing a dry stone wall.
The bailding of dry stone walls began in prehistorie
times, some of tlic moat skilled dry walling to be scen

in the Cotawolds being the entrance to the burial barrow
at Belas Hnap, near Wincheombe., Miles of [ield walls
were huilt when land was enclosed in the cighteenth
century,

There is an art in building these walls without mortar
so thot they will net easily fall down or rot and
cemunble. The stones mast therefore e arranged in suech
a way that there 1z little space between them, and zo
that they interloeck with one another. They mustl also he
Laid so that rain will drain away from the centre
outwards, Field walls countain stones of all shapea and
gizes as can be secen lhere, A large atone in the wall is
callod a 'juwaper'.

A stone wall en the hills does not require any foundation;
it is only neecssary to talke the turf and top =soeil away.
[hie waller has o [rame to build to; one is shown in the
plcture. lle storts off the wall by placing some of the
larger stones to this frame, then he moves the frawe
about 15yds or s0 away and Lixes a string lirg on each
gide Lor guidance in building., DBoth lines can be scen
in the picture and the iron per holding the end in the
wall. The wall is built about 2ft wide at the bottom
and tapers to about 1EL Gins at the top. It is usually
3t 4ins to Aft in heipht when finished,

A pood wall st bhe packed with smaller stones so that
cach large stone is secure on its bed, and from time to
time a large-slone the width of the wall, called a
'bonder!, is used about halfway up bo tic across the
middle lor extra strength.

Tliere are several ways of topping a wall. The oldest




zethod and porlaps the best is to put large stones on
cdge called 'toppers’. These hold the walls together
and when properly flixed take a lot of moving. Another
method is to place similar stones called 'combers' on
cach side of the wall and to fill in the middle with
small stones and sometimes rough comerete. This is
less costly than using toppers. A third method, not
liked by wallers, is to make the top of cement, which
is usunlly rounded off,

A properly bullt dry stone wall is much more enduring
Lhon n mortor wall becauge it is alwoys dry, lor liowover
wel it pots the wind blowing through the opon joints
poon driecs 1L out, It is also the cheapest Torm of
boundary in the ond because all other Lypes need so much
attention,

It is intercsting to wateh a waller at work amd to sce

Oceasionally he has to shape a stone to make it [it wmore
compactly, and then e uses a heavy boat-shaped, chisel-
edged hammer., The work makes the fingers very sore in
welk wenther and the fingers do not get hacdened, neither
‘con gloves be used,

Trimming rvoofing slats, [untsman's Quarry, near Nounton

The stone=slatter is another craftsman poculinr to tlie
gountryside, le is concerned with thin [lakes or slates
(or slats) used for roofing, The stono ho uses is
fuarricd between November and February amd varies in
thickness from lin to Gins. It is left out in the open
for about twe years to allow the action of [rost to crack
it along its natural lines of weakness inte layers
“averaging 2 or 3ine thick. The stone-aslatter then splits
it into still thinner flakes with the chisel end of his
hammer,

‘bhelow the surface, some 4 to 16ft of overburden having to
‘bo romoved to roach it. There is also whal is Known as
'Prosent Slate' just under the soil which nooeds no
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how instinetively he dweses the right stone lor the space.

The beds of 'Pendle', as the stone is ealled, vary in depth

frosting, and from which roofs are repaired today.
Unfortunately, the Cotswold slate business is practically
finished, few slate workers being left now. After about
100 years Cotswold tile roofs nced re-tiling owing to

the battens having rotted. The weight of a roof covered
with these tiles is ‘remo>ndous - about a ton per 10Mq,
ft, 8o great timbers are needed to support it. The files
should be fixed to the hattons with oak pegs, but zine
nnils are now generally used becnuge they are cheaper

and easier to obtain, Illoles are made in the tile with

i spocial toel, and the tiles are trimmed to size, as
shown in the picture, The msizos vary, the smallest at
the ridge - known as 'Furewells' beeause they are put

on last < the largesl, somotimes called 'heaves', at

the caves. Other names used were bachelors, wivetts,
cuttings and becks, but different places had different
names, The measurements were n closely guarded secrot,
and the stone-slatter used to loek away his rule againat
inquisitive strangers. Now there is no scerctivencss

and the slates are measured in incles.

The Cotswold stone roof is tilted noar the caves with
the lowest part of the rool sloping less steeply, this
having been proved to be the most satisfactory way of
throwing off rain. ~

il of the Cotawold brooed, Aldsworth

In this pieture ean be s en some rams of the Cotswold
brood of sheep, one of tlie oldest recorded native

breods in Englend. GSowme farmors say that the first
sheep of the Cotswold breed wore brought to England
from Belgium by Queen Philippa of lainault, Edward 111's
wife., Two facts which lemd credence to this belief are:
1) the Belgian dairy breed - the Melken-schaap - has
vory similar characteristics, 2) Cotswold sheep were
often milked for cheese making., These sheep were a
hardy am! prolifiec breed, the lambs guickly putting on
fleoce amd becoming hardened to the bracing cold of

the wolds. They are very large in size, (cormnare with
tho height of the shepherd who is about 5ft 8ins),
Cotawold lioggets having been known te weigh 1Gst.
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Noticep:

i} their white faces with a long curly top-knot almost
obacuring their eyes and through which their long pointed
parg protrude,

ii} the absence of horns,
iii) the broad flat back,

iv] the heavy flecce of long coarse wool which may
vary from 8 to 141ba on ewes to 20lbs on rams.

The ewes will live on alwmost nothing in summer if they
have water (they need 1 to 1} gallons per day) and quiet.

For generations Chipping Campden and Northleach owed their
importance as centres of the wool trade to this famous
breed, but today they have nearly all disappeared, only
onp pedigree Flock, to which these rams helong, now
remaining on the Colswolds at Aldsworth, The disappear-
atnce of this breed was brought about partly by the export
of rams to Spain and olher countries, where they were
crossed wilth merines and other breeds thus producing so
strong and fine a fleece that Cotswold wool gradunlly
declined in popularity; and partly to the change in public
taste for meat, the present day housewile preferring the
small joints of croasbreds to the 301h lep of mutton
favoured in the past.

Many sheep are reared on the Cotswolds today, brecds being
very largely conlined to Clun and Kerry Hill ewe flocks
which are ecrossed with Down rams, These crossbreeds
provide small joints and a good wool clip averaging around
Tlbs,

Sheep dipping, Sudeley Lodge Farm, near Wincheombe

The Cotswold economy is no longer dependent on sheep as it
wag in the days of the rich woolmen, but sheep-rearing
still forms one of the chief types of farming, Slicep

like areas that arec high and dry. Lambs are born [rom
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early spring to early summer and are usually weaned in
July.

Sheep should be shorn only when their [leeces are dry,
and when there is prospect of clear settled weather,
Larly brecders are sheared after the lambs are woaned,
but if lambing is in March or April shearing ig done
before the lambs are weaned. The actual time depends on
thie 'ripencss' of the wool, o condition governed by
enviromsental and elimatic conditions: Usually only
animals over 1 year old are shorn - though in the case of
gome Long-wool breeds the lambs also are shorn.

Under normal conditions sheep are dipped a few woeks
alter shearing when there is gufficient new wool to hold
the dip substance, Dipping is controlled by statute and
by-laws vary considerably, therefore every flock owner
must know those of his own distriet, Statutory dipping
was introduced as a wmeans of controlling sheep scab, but
Lins proved important because it also deals effectively
with most external parasites - lice, ticks, keds and sheop
blow-fly - all of which cause o loss of condition. Dip
preparations are now more effective than they ever were,
owing to the discovery and use of new pest-controlling
substances. Some of these substances persist in the
flecce a long time thereby reducing the shepherd's worl,
Some: preparations now used also increase the weather—
regigting qualities of the [leece, therefore in northern
England and Scotland late avtumn dipping is usual,

Sheep are normally slid into a dipping bath rear end
Firat with the back held against the operator. The
dipping trough is usually about 12ft long which ensures
that the sheep will have been immersed in the dip for at
least one minute, the minimum time specified by law, hy
the time it has struggled protestingly from one end to
the other., In the picture n sheep in the trougzh is being
prevented from jumping out by the man with the aticlk,

The pieture also shows how the sheep iz seized in order
to throw it into the bath, There is o barrel of dip in
the corner of the pen. The dress of the men shows how
warm suech work is on a sunny day.
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Hurdle—malking, Moreton-in-the-Marsh

flurdles are much usged by shepherds for penning floecks.

The lambing pen iz often set up in a turnip field, or
near kale, It is constructed of hurdles and divided into
small pens for two or three ewes and their lambs. The
ewes run ocut daily into an area of turnips or kale fenced
of f with hurdlez. Hurdle-making is therefore an important
adjunet to farming on the Cotswolds, though nowadays it

is only carried on as a sideline by two or three
individuals, In zome parts of the country 'woven' hurdles

are used, but gate hurdles are still favoured on the Cotswolds.

These are made out of willeow or ash branclies lopped in
winter and split by means of a eleaving axe, known as a
'Tromumer' or 'fromard' and a mallet., The poles are
trimmed, cut to length, and mortised. Then rails ave
fitted into the mortises with an upright poele nailed on
as o eentre piece and two braces attached obliquely, one
on either side,

At Moreton—in—the-Marsh the hurdle maker uses ash grown
locally. In the picture he is marking the pesition of
the mortises on an end pole, using one already made as a
pattern, Some linished hurdles can be seen stacked
agpainst the shed, together with some untrimmed poles,

Wool merchant's house, Chippine Campden

Chipping Campden was one of the chiefl centres of the
Cotswold medieval wool trade and at the end of the 14th
pentury this trade was exceedingly prosperous, One of

the richest and most influential of the wool merchants

of England was William Grevel (or Greville) who died in
1401, [is house, shown in the picture, is one of the most
beautiful and best preserved [ourtcenth contury small
houses to be found anywhere,

In the pieture you can sce the pointed arch of the late
Gothie doorway, and the Fine two-storeyed panclled oriel
window which marks a transition in domestic architecture
to the Perpendicular style. Notice also the sundial on
the front of the middle gable in the picture,
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This picture also illustrates the following character-
isties of Cotswold buildings:

1) The warmth of tone of the stone.

2) The steeply sloping gables and roof.

3) The roof covered with stone slates (or slats) which
are largest near the eaves and smallest at the erest,

4) Slope of the roof less steep at the caves.
5) Mullioned windows with dripstones at the square heads,

6) The narrowness of the lights which decrease in number
on each upper [loor, They are filled with glass
with leaded panes. (This can be seen best in the
window under the sundial),

7) Chimneys on the ridge.

The wide doorway shown in Lthe picture is an example of an
entrance built specially so that packhorses loaded with
wool could cnter,

Opposite Grevel's louse is the Wool Staplers Hall, or
Exchange where Grevel and merchants from afar did business,

In Chipping Campden church there are several fine brasses,
one in memory of William Grevel being one of the finest
in the country, 8ft Oins long and 4f+ 4ins wide. It is
alzo the largest in the county and shows Grevel and his
wife with a canopy, merchants marks, and an inscription
gsaying that he was '"the flower of the wool merchants of
all England', Ile left 100 marks (o considerable sum in
those days) towards the rebuilding of the church, now one
ol the most beautiful in the Cotswolds,

Wool ehureh and willage, Northleach

Northleach, a little market town on the route from
Oheltenham to Oxford, was once an important centre of the
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wool trade. The picture shows some of the old houses
clustering round the parish church of 55. Peter and Paul.
This 'woolman's churech' is neted for its beautiful south
porch, the top of which can just be scen partly in front
of the tower and largely hidden by trees. This porch is
one of the fineat of its type in England and contains an
upper chamber with an open fireplace, an oven and candle
brackels, formerly used by the priest on the eve of great
feasts so that he was ready to celebrate carly mass for
buginess folk, Notice the ftower has four lofty stages -
the upper one with belfry openings.

The ehureh is mid 15th eentury Perpendicular in style,
and was built by the rich 'Merchants of the Staple' (i.e.
wool dealers) whose marks and emwblems may be scen on
bragses inside, One of the Lozt of these brasses is that
to the memory of John Fortey who helped to build the
church, and who died in 1458, One foot rests on a sheep
and the other on a wool-pacl,

Notice that the cottoges on fthe right in the foreground
have slate roofs, The Cotswold stone slats are very
heavy and necd massive timbers to carry them, Also,
owing to the high cost of lalhour today, the stone is very
expengive, HRoofs, therefore, are often repaired nhowadays
with tlie cheaper and lighter Welsh slates, though some-
times shingles or stone tiling similar in colour to
Cotswold stone may be used.

Inn sign at Nailsworth, 'The Clothier's Arms'

The one-time importance of the woollen industry is not
only illustrated by the wealth lavished on many of the
churches and old houses of the Cotswolds, but thereo are
many inn- signs which refleet its importance. This one at
Nailsworth, in the Stroudwator area, i= an excellent
example,

Certanin emblems connected with the wool trade ecan be
identified, for example the golden ram on the crest, the
teazle, and the two silwver 'habicks' on either side above
the chevron. (Ji. habick was a doubleo-ended hook used for
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liolding cloth in position over a padded hench while
shears were used for eropping).

Lodgemore woollen mills, Stroud

In the Middle Apes, the wool staplers, whose job it was
to grade the fleeces according to quality, grew rich as
a result of the trade in wool, mueh of whieh went to
continental weavers. In the Cotswoldas, from the 12th
eenfury onwards, spinning and weaving were carried on in
homes, often in leng rooms at the top of the house.

Both the art of weaving and the looms weore handed down

from one generation to another. The weaver bought his

own yarn amd wove it as and when it pleased him. Thus

he was independent and as all the family could work the
small looms, a good standard of living was possible,

By the 1G6th century the great inercase in the efficiency
of water-powered machinery led to the building of many
factories by the swilt-flowing streams of the Stroudwater
valleys, The industry [luctuated wvery much, but hy the
end of the Civil War it expanded so much that wool had

to be imported. Dy the middle of the 18th century the
Stroudwater mills were turning 7 million [leeces into
cloth every year, and the county was the most prospercus
industrial arca in England.

The Industrial Ilevolution eauged a gradual deeline in the
weaving industry, and the Stroudwater factories closed

down one by one to be taken over later on by wvarious other

industrial concecrns.
factories are still making woollen cloth,
milla, shown here, are an exception.

Thus today very few of theae
The Lodgemore

There are really two mills here, one where all the wool i

oiled, carded; spun and woven white and then dyed in the
picce. Here are produced billiard eloth, scarlets (for
all ranks of the Guards), blazer cloth, white flannels,
naval eloths and Papal white, At the other mill the wool
is dyed first, and then it is spun into Weat of England
tweeds, overcoatings, and many other types of cloth,
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Note the stream in the foreground whieh at one time drove
the machinery of these and other mills in the valley, and
now, with the trees, provides pleasant surroundings for
the workers.

Lodgemore mills : the cutting room

In this pieture can be seen some of the highly finished
cloths for which the Stroud valley mills are [mmous,

Hera the surface of the eloth is closely shorn by means
of o long roller with spiral knives, To get the kinives
ot the right distance so as not to eut holes in the eloth
while af the same time leaving the surlace absolutely
gmootl, requires muich practice, A length of Billiard
cloth is being cut on the machine while the pile of cloth
just seen on the right has already been done. Wailting
its turn for cutting is a pile of scarlet Guardsmen's
cloth. Deside the operater is a bucket full of green
wool 'cuttings' which will be used for filling matfresses
ete, Some of it can be seon on the [loor, The rells of
white cloth which can just be seen are waiting to be

dyed before being cut,

Today all the processes of manufacture are carried out

on the mill ground, with the exeception of a very small
amount of mending which is done in tho home of the mender.
The wool is dyed, oiled, carded, spun, woven inte cloth,
monded , washed, teazled and cut, The woollen eloth made
here is atill the finest guality in the world; all the
wool used nowadays in the Lodgemore mills comes from South
Afriea and Australia.

Rolling land for wheat; Aldsworth

The presence of numbers of oman villas on the Cotswolds
shows that much of the land was Lilled even in those days.
Until the end of Lthe 18th century most of the arable land
was of the unfenced open-field type. In ecach parish
there wore generally twe or three large lields divided
into nere and hall-aere strips which were shared among
the villangers, Strips were divided by narrow unploughed
goctions called 'ballks', so that ench owner's picce was
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digtinet from that ol his neighbour. 3Such balks ean
atill be seen at Westcote on the extrome north of the
Cotswold country. Fallow [ollowed cach corn crop. The
moethod was wasteful beecause the balks represented a
congziderable area of uncropped land, and the cultivation
of narrow strips ontailed great waste of time and labour,
Outside the willage there wore hay pastures and commons
for animals.

The Epnelosure Acts between 1760 and 1800 resilied in o
greatly increased production of corn and meat. Drainage
aperations were now possible whiell, besides inerecasing
the fertility of the land, nlso resulted in improved
liealth conditions. Improvement in animal husbandry, owing
to the separation of the herds, was also possible,

Totday farms on the Cotswolds vary from 200 to 1000 acecs
or ywre, Less than 200 acres is insufficient to provide
n living unless the soil is more fertile than usual and
there are good markets near,

Soil on the Oolite is thin - J Lo Oins - light, and
contains numerous stoncs, It is known locally as
Stonebrash and is of a 'hollow' nature. Skill is reguip
in piving the necessary consolidntion to emable roots to
keep o firm hold on tlie ground., On the other bhand it is
tenacions when wet therefore great care must be taken to
avoid treading and working it unless it is sufficiently
dry, These thin soils should not be ploughed too often
or too deenly because of their hollow character otherwisa
the fertilising constituents may be washed out, The
roller is therefore more important for consolidating the
svil than in most other districtas. This picture of a
roller being used ncar Aldaworth shows the slipghtly
mndulating nature of the plateau country, the ficlds
divided by dry stone walls, ond the accompanying hawthorns
ns well as the warm Light brown colour of the stony soil.
In the backzround on the left is a row of beech trees,
Many of these were plantod at the tive of the cnelosures
to act as windbreaks. The tractor is drawing two ridged
rollers, t & worker glancing bLehind from time to time to
see thiat the field is rolled right up teo the cdge.

-
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Ploughing is done il possible in August, and drilling in
October or November because a stale furrow is hest,
Holling talkes place in spring to consolidate the eartl,
followed by a light harrowing.

Hainfall on the Cotswolds is considerable and generally
sufficient to produce a fair crop of roots. A S-course
rotation is usual with variations according to scason and
prices. About 15% of the arable land is cropped with
sainfoin - a useful erop on limestone and excellent for
sheep. It stands 3 to 5 years and yields three good cuts
a year. The rest is cropped as follows: first year wheat;
gsecond year turnips or swedes; third year barley or oats,
with grass and claver seeds; lourth year hay from previous
yvears seceds; and [ifth year prass and clover scods lor
grazing,

The prosperity of the Cotswolds no longer depends on
sheep alone, cattle, ecorn, poultry and fruit all helping

nowmlays.

Balinge hoy near Naunton

Before the introduction of balers hay-making was a lengthy
process involving eutting, turning {purhupﬁ several Limes
if the weather was poor) putting into coeks or large
heaps, carting and stacking, lorcover, whoiu the fiay was
wanted it had to be cut inte blocks with special lnives -
a slow and heavy jobh. Today, after cuttinz, and drying

in windrows, a baler picks up the hay, presses it into a
compact bumdle, ties it up and drops the bundles at
intervals over the field, It is then a quick and casy
Jjob to pick up the bales and stack them, and they are
ready for use when required, There is thercfore more
chance of saving the hay in bad weather. Not all faruers
prefer this method, however, because the bales are liable
to pet mouldy and then the cows will not eat Lhe hay.

The bales must also be pulled apart hefore the cows will
cat it, and if this is not properly done a lot is wasted.

The picture shows that the tractor began on the edge of
the field and is working round ond round Lo the centre,
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As the tractor moves along, the arm (a long rectongmlar
piecce of metal pointing npwnrds} moves up and dowin 3o
packing the hay tiglitly and pushing it along. One hale
is jusl beins pushed out of the baler at tlhie baelk. Sales
weigh anything from Sewt upwards,

Harvestine harley, Ozleworth

Wheat, oats and barley are all grown on the Cotawolids,
Wheat is usually winter wheat, and is harvested hefore
oats and bharley, the time depending on the season. In a
dry scason much wheat can be cut in July, and it can be
nearly all gathered in by the First week of August. Oats
are usually cut next; whilst the barley may not be
harvested until September,

Moany farmers use a combine harvester which cuts the corn,
threashes it and ties it up in bags, all in one operation
Unfortunately, as it iz a costly maochine many farmers
cannot afford to have one, and there are not yet cnough
on hire for everyone,

llere o combine is cutting harley. The grain is retained
inside the machine while the straw is scattered on the
pround, to be baled when cutting is finished. This field
iz on the odge of the plateau, the land dropping behind
to a deep valley., 0On the farther gide of the valley

is the Farmliouse and outbuildings. The field in front

of the house is being grazed by a herd of Friesian cows
and a [lock of sheep.

The field to the risht of this is full of charlock in

flower (yellow). This plant belongs to the same natural
order as the turnip, -:bbapge and mustard. It is a very
pestilent annual weew on light arable land, particularly
in corn crops. To uc¢ broy cliarlock, cereal crops are

aprayed with copper sulphate. 0On uneropped land it may
Le ploughed in before it seeds, thus improving the land.

Stroud Drewery: taking lemperature of the 'maltings'

One of the most important uses of barley is in the making
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of beer, Until wodern times farmers brewed their own hoer
from the barley which they grow, hut the introduction of
taxes putb an end to the industry. DBDrewerics then sprang
up in many of the Cotswold valloys where there wes a
plentiful supply of water. The Stroud Drewery, which
supplies Gloucestershiro, wiltshire, lereford, omaouth
Breconshire and Nadnorshire, was founded in 17G0 by ur,T
Peter Leversage who lived about three miles from Stroud,
and it bocame a public company in 1888,

Brﬂwln? requires water, malt, hops, sugar and yeast. The
wator (called 'liquor' in the trade) is piped from a
spring hall a mile from the browery. Water containing a
high proportion of gypsum with some carbonetes and
chlorides, is preferred. Barloy is still grown te a
large extent on the Cotswolds and is usod by the Stroud
Drowery to make malt. First it is atoeped in water from
40 Lo G5 hours according to the scason, Then it is spreaid
on the floor and kept at about G0°F. for the first 5
days, alter which the temperature riscs slowly to TO°F.
by the tenth day. (The picture shows the temperature of
the ‘maltings' heing rnudS. It is then put in a kiln
with n [ire underneath at about 100 to 208°F. whieh
reduces the moisture to about 1% and then the malt, when
cold, is roady for the brewery, The hops are brought
from Worcestor, Hereford, and Kont., They zive the
[lavour required, and have a high prosorvative value,
Cane sugar, invert sugar, glucose and multose are all
ugod,  Yeasl is used Lo broak down the sugars in the
"word!, {thu goodness extractod from the malt), and
rosolve them into aleohol and carbon dioxide in roughly
equal proportions. g

Process for making beer

1) Darley bought from farmer or corn merchant.

2) Made into malt,

3) Stored 6 weeks.

4) Crushed and mixed with water, put intoe a large sicve
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and all the goodness drawn off into a copper.

5) Sugar and hops added and then boiled about 1% hours.
6) Strained and cooled to GO°F.
7) Yeast added and fermented.

8) Put into casks soven days afterwards and sent to
destinations,

Polled llereford bull in farmyard, Winson

Owing to the small proportion of good grassland on the
Cotswolds there are not as many cattle as sheep, the
pajority of eattle being lound in the Vale, while the
wolds have more aleep. Many of the eattle are kept for
supplying milk to the farms, and calves are fattened and
sold as stores at about 2 years old. The Hercford breed
of cattle are descended from an early stock from Devon,
Sussoex and Wales. They have been developed largely
because of their early maturity, fattening qualities, an
robust conatitution, They often calve in the open, and
with their thick curly coats they can live on the wopen
pastures all the year round, Ience they can withstand
rigorous conditions and are free from T.B. They are
similar in aize to the shorthorns but are less docile,
and lesg suited to the reatricted grazings of a small
form, Originally they wore kept as work oxen - now maii
for grass=fod Leef production, The cows are not i
particularly good milkers,

Herefords have long horns and a rich red body with whito
face, erest and underline. The colour marking has only
been [ixed for the last halfl century or so, but, being a
dominant factor, it comes out in the ealves no matter
with what breed of cow the lereford bull is crossed.

They fotten readily o1, grass only, so make the best
ranching cattle, and u. very well on the poor dry ranches
of the U.S.A. and semi-dosert belt ofs Texas. No brecd
ecan be raised to prime beel so quickly and at so low a
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cost, and so they are becoming more and more widespread
as store cattle,

Polled Herefords have been evolved in Britain and America
where the demand for this type is growing. Cattle can be
polled by the horns being sawn off in the adult atazo,

or burnt off as calves, eleclrieally or by various
caustic preparations when a week or two old, Polled
Herefords, such as the one seen here, hold the renetic
factors for polledness and breed calves which are born
without herns. The advantages are less risk of damare to
each other and the laet that more polled animals can be
housed in a given space.

This bull is being brushed before being put inte its pen
in a farmyard at Winson, in the Coln valley. There is a
typical Cotswold Farmhouse in the background partly
hidden by a modern cowshed. Note the tiles on Lhie cow-
shed roof - resembling as nearly as poasihle the stone
‘slats' but cheaper and much lighter in weight. Alse
note that the dry stone wall in front of Lhe cowshed is
capped with conerete - cheaper than coping stones and
very durable.

The bull is held partly by a halter fixed round the head
- partly by a chain fixed to a ring in the nose, though

polled animals are much quieter than horned ones,

Farmwhouse and yard, Windrush valley

The Cotswold building tradition is not confined to
churches and ecclesiastical buildings but can also be
seen in many kinds of domestic architecture from the
manor house to farms, cottages and barns. This [armhouse
is typical of many in the Cotswold region in that
restorations and additions are not always of the Cotswold
type. Thus the poreh has been tiled and so has ‘the
cowshed in the background, though the tiles used blend
quite harmoniously with the other buildings. The same
cannot be said however of the smaller shed roofed with
slate. It is not always possible to use the same sort

of materials as the original owing to cost, lack of
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skilled labour, or difficulty of obtaining materialsa.
The wall in front is one of the dry stone walls with a
concrete capping. The stones in it and in the buildings
are of wvarious sizesz because every stone must be used.
Such old houses are strong and durable and sometimes
very picturesgque, but were often deficient in sanitation
and comfort.

Farmhousges are usually situated in valleys, often well
wooded, where it is more sheltered than on the wolds, and
it is possible to travel over the wolds for miles without
realising there is any habitation near hecause the convex
slopes often hide whole villages.

It can Le scen that this farm is in such a valley - Lhe
opposite slepe well sprinkled with trees rising away in
the distance. Notiece the cables carrying electricity to
the Farm, and the television aerial. Modern amenities
are making a great difference to the lile of Farmers and
villagers in outlying distriets in the saving of labour,
the speeding up of work and the provision of comlforts and
entertainment.

Throuzh the gate a small trailer can be seen. [Hitehed
hehind a tractor it is very useful for carrying manure,
fertiliser, Peeding stulfs, tools, ete. from one part of
the farm to another,

Three Counties Show, Hartpury

In order to get the bhest out of their land while
maintaining the maximum fertility farmers need to be
conversant with all the latest improvements which are

‘available, The Three Counties Show is one means by which

farmers From the Cotswolds keep in touch with developments.
This show iz held every year on different sites, but [from
1958 onwards a permanent show ground site has been lound
at Malvern, Worcostershire. The chief items on slow are
livestock, but there are trade exhilhits from all the
indugtries which normally serve the farming community

[he picture shows a number of labour-saving implements -
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important in these doys of labour shortage. In the back-
ground is a blue Fordson tractor,

The red object in tho near right-hand corner is a lorn-
draulie loader attachod to a red tractor (with nose just
viﬂihlag+ This loader ia Fitted with a MeConnel ledgo
cutter (the vertical toothed objeet with semicirecular
blade behind it) with its accompanying greon engine.
Mis hedge eutter can be used at any angle, vertically,
horizontally, or obliquely, and the arm on which it is
[ixed can be raised or lowered in fromt of the tractor at
will. Resting on the ground immediately in [ront of the
red tractor, (but not attached to it) is a manure fork,
another lixture which can Ye fitted to the end of the
loader in place of the hedge cutter, when desired. The
toothed objeet on the stand with the triangular base

(silvery colour) is a form of scoop for lifting manure ete.

Strip lynchets at Wotton-undor-Edge

Lynchots are terracos [oumd on hillsides ueually covered
with torf, though some are found on ploug! ed land They
are difficult to date and explain, but are interesting
evidence of carly cultivation of the land. They are
commoncst on the chalk downs of southern England, but
they also oeeur in soveral places in Gloucestershire such
as on Hinton 1i11, near Dyrham (south Cotswolds) and on
the Will slopes near Wotton.

Their width varies acoording to the steopness of the slope
therefore the searp separating them also varies, some

very steep slopes having searps of as mueh as 20ft in
vertical height. In this picture they are above 5[t in
height.

Lynchets gencrally run along the hillside parallel to the
contours, as here, but eccasionally they run up and down.
Tt is claimed that wome Celtic lynclicts vesult from the
sod being turned downhill in ancient ploughing. When
ploughing begins on a hilleide tlie lirst furrow will be
turned over onto unploughed land. As the process
continnes this outer edge will tend to grow in height and
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will help to arrest the downward movement of the soil.
In time the plonghed strips will become level booraces
dividod by steep banks. Thus lynchets represent a wethod
of conserving soll which would otherwise move downhill as
oo a8 At was oxposed to weathering through ploughing,
but whethor this wos inteational or secidental it is
difficult to judge. Their deliberate construction would
have been diflficult with the light 2-ox plough (or
aratrum) whiech is believed to hiave been used until the
Delgae introduced the much heavier 'earuca' which had a
broad-bladed share and a long concave coulter set ko a8
to turn the furrow slice over,

Sueli a plough ecould be nsed to break down the diffienlt
clay lands, but prelerence was for loamy soil. Thus in
pre=itonnn times the importance of soil texture had

nlready heon ostablished and in our own day, 2000 years
later, soil toxture is still a vital factor in determini
the use to which our lamd can be put.

[here are wome poople still living who can remember that
vines wore grown on the torvaces at Wotton until the
piddle of the lattor half of the 19th century. Vines
prefor the scmuty nourishment of the rough hillside

They like plenty of nir and must not be crowled, and a
high swmser temperature ia needed.  Our normal sumier is
inaulliciently sunny, and it has been thought thpt in
Lhe Middle Ages tho swamers were hotter than they are

tn.:lng-.

The h@!&al‘gh.ﬂw pieture consists of Friesians - a breed
of dﬂﬁiiﬁ*hﬁnﬂgpnpulur these days on account uf_thu large
quantitios of milk they give. A Priesian cow will give
over 2000 gallons of milk in a year (compare Guernscys
which average 1000 gallons), On the other hand the fat
content is low, therelore n cow giving much richer milk
(like the Guernsey) is often run with a Friesian herd so
as to improve Lhe quality.

In the distance is oue of the valleys so typical of the
southern half of the Cotawolds.

H i




View from Uley Bury ancicnt British camp

Ihe wooded valleys and scarp slopes of the Cotswolds are
beautiful in autwan when the trees put on their richest
colourings. Deeches arc common in many arcas, and one

is showing its warm browns and yellows in the bottom lelt-
hand corner of the pliotograph,

In the right loreground of the pieture is part of the
ancient British camp known as Uley Dury, 800t above son
level, and one of the finest prehistoric camps in
Gloucestershire. It had two hanks and ditches (parts can
be seen here) enclosing 30 acres where 2000 to 3000 people
could take refuge. A small portion of the edge of this
enclosure can be scen on the extroeme right. (There is a
terrace about GOft wide where burnt hearth-stones have
been found). This arca is now arable land surrounded by

a dry stone wall, The camp occupies a spur of the westorn
scarp south of the Stroudwater area, so that a wateh could
be kept over the countryside on three sides., It is net
far from the Stone Ape long barrow just visible in
Pieture 1,

The read on the left drops steeply down to the village of
Uley, not far from Dursley which is situated in the valley
beyond the camp, where it opens out to the Severn Vale.

Beyond the valley another long spur of the Cotswolds ean
be seen, the end of whielh beyond the pieture on the right

is ealled Stincheombe 11ill (sce Picture 1),

Notice the level plateau top with its clumps of frees and
the hanging woods on the scarp face.

View over Stow-on-the=Wold

'Stow—on-the-iiold where the devil caught cold', and also
'Stow-on—the-Wold where the wind blows cold' are sayings
which indicate the exposed position of this old market
town. It is the highest town in the Colswolds heing
nearly 800Ft np and all reads in Gloucestershire seem to
lead to it, ineluding the famous ioman Fosseway. In the
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days of the great Btow Pairs these roads were thronged
with horses, cows and sheep, for this was one of the
busicat markets in all the Cotswolds. Daniel Defoo
mentions 20,000 sheep being sold at this Fair. Stow was
o thriving centre ol the wonl industry in the Middle Ages,
but today this importance hasz oll gone, though great
horee [airs are atill held.

The photograph was talen from the top of the church tower)
looking north-northeast. In the lorepround can be secn
the dirrerular old market zquare, lined with pleasant old
liouses, inns and shops. The market cross has sculpturcs
in its lantern head - ineluding one of the erucilixion,
There are some old stocks in the sguare, but these cantolb
be seen in the picture., The churcl tower [rom which the
picture was taken was built in tlie fifteenth century and
the church 1tself possesses many interesting features
ranging rouchly from Norman to Tudor times. The chief
Ereasure inside is a great picture of the Crucilixion by
Craeyer of Antwerp (17th century) - an artist not so well=
known, but regarded by some as the equal of Van Dyck and
Hubens. Many of the leatures already mentioned in
connection with Colswold houses Pictures 3, 0 and IB)

can be seen here. The distant countryside gives a good
idea of the appearance of tle plateau top with its gently
undulating surface doltted with woods, and interseceted

with lovely little valleys. llere was fought (in 1646)

the laat fmportant battle of the Civil War, when Sir

Jacoll Astley and 1000 loyalists were imprisoned by the
Cromwellinng &n Btow churcli, The Town lall, in the middlo
of the markel sguare, houses an excellent collection of
relies of Givil War days.

Naunton village and the Windrush valley

This little willage nestling in the valley of the Windrush
illustrates very clearly the way in which so many of the
Cotaweld villares are tueled awny in the undulations of
the countryside, It conaialfe ol one long street of
Cotswold cottapges, modt ol which have charming gardens.
The river Windrush, whieh winds along the valley, is oune
af the prettiest of Lhe Cotawold streams, its headwaters
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lying in specially good country above Naunton, while
further downstrcam lies Bourton-on-the-Water, one of the
pieture posteard show places of the Cotawold country.
Notice how pastures predominate in this valley, the good
sprinkling of trees and the dry stone walls separating
the fielda. A small herd of Friesian calves can be seen
in the foreground,

llouses and stream at Lower Slaughter

The Sluughters and the Swells are well-known beauty spots
situated on Slaughter DBrook and the river Dikler
respectively, tributaries feeding the river Windrush.

In Lower Slaughter little low bridges of ancient weathered
stone, one of which is shown here, eross the clear

shnllow stream, On the left of the bridge a ford for
vehicles gives access to the other side., This village has
been much restored but some of the featurea typical of
Cotswold building are shown here. Can you pick them out?
A little to the left of this view there is a disused water-
mill once used for grinding corn, and forming a picturesque
corner much favoured by artiats,

Facing new ecouncil houses with Cotswold stone, Chipping

Campden

The quarrying of local stone and its transport toeday is

g0 coatly that few people can afford to have houses built
of it. On the other hand, to allow building with
matorials out of keeping with the Cotswold tradition would
ruin the appearance of the countryside, and fortunately
local authorities are well aware of the danger. In many
cases therefore, a compromise has been reached - interior
walls being made of bricks or choaper materials, while
only the outer walls are stone-built. Alternatively, the
local stone is crushed (see note on Picture 2), and made
into bricks which simulate the real stone. In these ways
it is possible to build new houses which hlend
harmoniously with exiating buildings, The finished houscs
in the background are tiled with specinlly made tiles, the
old stone slats being too heavy ns well as too costly for
present day use.
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Other Common Ground filmstrips include:

Geography of Great Dritain in Colour

The Lancashire Industrial Area by G.W. Newberry

The Lake District and Penninea by G.W. Newberry

CGA:B712 London by G.II. Dury and T.J. Chamndler

CGA:DT16 Chalklands by G.¥. Newberry

CGA:BT63 Life in the llebrides by G.P. Donnett

llegional Geography of Great Dritain

CGA:P206 East Anglia by G.W. Newberry

CGA:B207 South-cast England by G.W. Newberry

CGA:D2044 The London BDasin by G.W. Newberry

CGA:D208 Upper Thames Basin by G.W. Newberry

CGA:D20D South-west England by G.W. Newberry

CGA:D 61 Wales by G.W. Newberry

CGA: D203 The nerth-east coast by G.W. Newberry

CGA: D300

CGA:DB301 The Yorkshire, Nottinghamshire and
Derbyshire Coalfields by G.W. Newberry

CGA:D302 The Midlands by G.W. Newberry

CGA:B303

CGA:BATO Southern Scotland by G.P. Bennett

CGA:IM80 Scottish Highlands by G.P. Bennett

CGA:B481 West Central Secotland by G.P, Dennett

CGA:B482 Eanst Central Scotland by G.P. Bennett
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