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3. THIS IS A MAP OF A US TRIA 
The country is situated at the very center of Europe. One 

might say that it is in the interior, geologically almost entirely 
mountainous and without outlets to the sea. The land is long 
and narrow on the west and spreads out fan-like right to the 
base of the Bohemian Alps. 

The Austrian boundary at the north is in common with that 
of Germany and Czechoslovakia, to the east with Hungary, at 
the south with Italy and Jugoslavia, and at the west with Lich­
tenstein and Switzerland. Its area which spreads over 32,376 
square miles .has a population of more than 7,000,000. 

4. PARLIAMENTARY SEAT OF AUSTRIA 
Here we see the parliamentary seat of Austria which is now 

a democratic state republic made up of nine large autonomous 
regions called lander: Vienna, Upper Austria, Lower Austria, 
Salzburg, Tyrol, Stiria, Carinzia, Vorarlberg, and Burgenland. 
Each of these regions (subdivided administratively into dis­
tricts and these in turn into communes) is governed by a Tegion­
al Diet. However, the communes, instead, are ruled by district 
and communal councils. The head of the communal council is 
the burgomaster. Catholicism is the predominant religion, Ger­
man is the official language, and the monetary unit is the 
schilling. 

Austria regained her full sovereignty in 1955, when Eng­
land, France, the United States and the Soviet Union signed a 
treaty that gave re-birth to the Austrian State as it had been 
in 1938, the year in which it had been invaded by Hitler's Nazi 
troops and absorbed by Germany. 
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5. HERE IS A VIEW OF SOUTHERN TYROL 

Of all the autonomous Austrian regions, the one nearest to 
Italy is the Tyrol, whose southern portion is part of the Italian 
confines. 

It is a unique region with its own peculiar character as 
can be readily seen in the architectural style of its buildings, 
the dress habits of the natives and the tempo of its living. 

6. THIS IS A SECTION OF NORTHERN TYROL 
It is actually part of territorial Austria and is made up 

mostly of valleys along the Inn and Isel rivers. The earth is 
predominantly mountains and its more abundant crops, cereals 
and potatoes. 

The largest center in Tyrol is Innsbruk with a population 
of 110,000 and is a important road network as well as a favor­
ite mecca of tourists. 

7. THE TYROLEAN VILLAGE OF KITZBUEHEL 
It is a well frequented tourist attraction, both in summer 

and winter. Tyrolean villages, with these small framework and 
plastered homes, are singularly unique and the peace and quiet 
which is everywhere discernible gives it a relaxing and restful 
air. What we see here on the screen is the lower section of Kitz­
buehel at the northern section of Tyrol: 

8. THESE ARE SLEDS IN A WINTER COUNTRYSIDE 
The countless hotels in this region are constantly crowded 

with tourists who go there attracted by the scenic beauty and 
the salubrious climate. 

One of the most liked pleasures of the winter seasons by 
the vacationers is to take long sight-seeing trips on sled drawn 
by strong stallions. 

9. WINTER SPORTS RESORT 
Lech is also a winter-sports spot which is another tourist 

preference, conveniently situated on the banks of the torrent 
from which it derives its name. 

There are many vacationlands along the Austrian valleys 
like this one, well-stocked with sports goods, ski-camps, aerial 
cableways, sky-lifts and others. 
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10. A SCENE NEAR THE BRENNER PASS 
It is very easy to enter Austrian territory. In fact, Austria 

is an excellent junction and shunting off station for int~rna­
tional road, railway, and aerial lines. 

Among the international railroads there are: the Brenner 
line which connects Verona with Munich in Bavaria, passing 
through Austria; and the Tarvisio line which connects Rome 
with Brenner Pass frontier. 

11. A PANORAMIC VIEW OF THE AUSTRIAN ALPS 
The greater chain of the Eastern Alps range within the 

Austrian borders, north of the Danube, and spread out solidly 
to the boundaries of Bohemia. The imposing peaks of these 
Alps rise to the west and central part of the country to a height 
of almost 12,000 feet. Toward the east the Alpine arc slopes 
gently downward, spreading gently toward the hilly land of the 
Vienna Woods, the point at which the plain stretches. In the 
natural order of things, the climate is typically Alpine, with 
long and cold winters. Only in the southern regions of Tyrol 
and Stiria does the climate begin to take on Mediterranean 
characteristics. 

12. THIS IS A MAP OF THE MOUNTAIN LANDS: 
Featuring particularly the Upper and Lower Tauri ranges. 
The Austrian Alps stretch out for almost 500 miles, from 

Lake Constance to the Vienna basin. Generally speaking, these 
include: 

1. The northern slopes of the Tridentine Alps, notably the 
Venoste, the Beonie, and the Aurine; 

2. The northern slopes of the Carniche and Caravanche 
Alps which extend to the borders of Italy and Jugoslavia; 

3. The Noriche Alps, of which the Upper and Lower Tauri 
are a part. The Upper Tauri comprise the Gross Glockner 
group which, at 11,394 feet, are the highest peaks in 
Austria. 

13. A HYDRAULICS BASIN 

There are numerous of these, including dams whose waters 
are used by electric companies to generate power. 
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14. WINDING STRETCHES OF THE DANUBE RIVER 
There are many important waterways in Austria, almost all 

of which flow into the immense Danube basin, the largest 
river in Austria, 1,725 miles long and the second largest water­
way in Europe, next to the Volga. Its source is in the Black 
Forest in Germany, flows into Austria along Linz and Vienna, 
after which, it flows toward Slovakia and Hungary. This techni­
color snapshot takes us along the flow of this great European 
river. 

Other main waterways include the Inn, the Salzach, the 
Enns, the Mur, the Drava, all flowing directly into, or as tri­
butaries on the right side of the Danube, and the Morava flow­
ing into the main waterway on the left bank. 

15. MONDSEE LAKE 
There are many lakes in Austria. Between Lake Constance 

on the west and Lake Reusield at the eastermost frontier, there 
are more than 300 lakes of various dimensions : lakes in the 
hollows, in the valleys, or on the mountainsides; Alpine lakes 
in the midst of wide spreads of pasture lands, or hemmed in 
by walls of sheer rock; some are also hidden by thick forest 
vegetation, and there are many small lakes of incredibly clear 
waters. Austria possesses only the eastern bank of Lake Con­
stance, while Lake Neusiedl which is brackish and much more 
shallow is entirely within the confines of the country. Other in­
teresting lakes are the Weissen, Worter, Ossiacher and Mondsee 
which we see on this screen. 

16. FARMERS TOILING 
Because the Austrian terrain is mostly mountainous, it is 

not very conducive to farming. In fact, only 22 percent of the 
land is adaptable to agriculture. The most productive areas 
are in the plains along the Danube basin. On these lands the 
most commonly cultivated products are the cereals, such as 
barley, grain, corn, and oats, while in the Alpine regions, there 
is a limited crop of potatoes and sugar beets. 

17. A GLANCE AT FORESTRY 
Lumber is one of the greatest contributors to the Austrian 

economy. In fact, the woodlands spread out over 36 percent of 
the land, so large that Austria ranks third in lumber production 
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after Finland and Sweden. The very large Austrian forests 
provide a livelihood, directly or indirectly, for quite a few of 
the working people of the country and ihe many industries 
that use wood derivatives (or by-products) : lumber mills, furni­
ture factories, paper mills and wood-pulp. An appreciable por­
tion of the wood and its by-products are set aside for export to 
other countries. 

18. A VIEW OF AN AUSTRIAN RURAL VILLAGE 
The many villages sea ttered in the valleys and the small 

Austrian clearings are attractive and often beautiful. At first 
sight they almost resemble the tiny hamlets of southern Italy 
because most of the humble dwellings are stuccoed. The window 
sills and low retaining walls are almost everywhere decorated 
with vases of fowers and evergreens, and when we see villages 
inhabited by peasants, cleanliness reigns supreme in the homes, 
the streets and even in the narrow alleys. 

19. CORN COBS DRYING IN THE SUN 
Every rural dwelling is usually built with an outside stair­

way or with a small porch. During the summer months, large 
bunches of corn cobs are hung up to dry along the white-washed 
walls of these picturesque little homes. 

20. A COAL MINE 

The Austrian sub-soil bears a fair deposit of ferrous metals 
which are sold to heavy industry, another important source of 
national revenue. Al~o outstanding are the lead mines of Carin­
zia, the mineral salts of Salzburg and the iron and lignite de­
posits in Stiria. And of consistent major importance are the 
rich deposits of magnesite in Stiria and Carinzia which make 
Austria the world's foremost produce of this ore. And as for 
the production of petroleum and hydrocarbons, Austria ranks 
fourth in Europe after Russia, Rumania, and Germany. 

21. INDUSTRY AND RAW MATERIAL 
As regards the metallurgical and mechanical industries, 

they produce the means of transportation for railroads, auto­
mobiles, farm tractors, bicycles and motorcycles. And probably 
of no Jess importance they supply the raw materials for the 
manufacture of precision instruments and for other industries 
motors and electrical equipment and supplies. 
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22. TEXTILES 
The textile industry is widespread even though it is often 

necessary to import such raw materials as cotton, jute and silk, 
while there is barely enough of other such as wool, linen, and 
hempen fiber. 

Most highly developed are the artificial fiber industries 
which derive their abundant cellulose base from the lumber cut 
down in the large Austrian forests. Huge plants for the produc­
tion of rayon and synthetic wool have been built in Lower 
Austria and Stiria. 

23. SKILLED ARTISANS 
The works of Austrian skilled artisans which reveal the 

good taste and artistic refinement of the makers is not to be 
under-estimated. Universally outstanding are household orna­
ments and carved wooden furniture, Tyrolean glassware, hand­
hammered ironwear, leather goods, such as expensive hand­
bags, and other articles of personal use, silverwear, porcelains, 
and pottery. Perhaps the outstanding of them are the small 
ceramics statuettes reproduced according to the classical eques­
trian figures of the renowned Spanish Equestrian School shown 
here. 

The objects displayed in the windows of the finer stores in 
Vienna express both the old traditional in Austrian skill and 
are distinguished because of the perfect workmanship, their 
aesthetic beauty, and for their harmony. 

24. BREWING INDUSTRY 
Austrians as well as Germans are not only great beer drink­

errs but also natural connoisseurs of brews. There are many 
brands of Austrian beer, all of excellent quality. In many brew­
eries, visitors are served beer either in large glass pitchers or 
in earthenwear mugs with silver or pewter covers. These mugs 
have humorous sayings carved into them: If you drink, you'll 
die; if you don't drink, you'll die anyhow: so drink! 

25. TRADITIONAL APPAREL 
Here we see some traditional Austrian wearing apparel. 

The ancient popular traditions and the folklore that stems from 
them are firmly rooted throughout Austria. 

Every region has is own traditional costumes which are 
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worn only on festive occasions, at fairs, and on solemn religious 
and public affairs. All Austrian costumes have one characteris­
tic in common, simplicity. The male attire consists of corduroy 
with short black trousers that reach the calf of the leg and 
a jacket that is usually red, green, or light blue. The only ex­
travegances on the costumes are limited to buttons and very 
slight display of embroidery. The women's costumes are also 
plain and devoid of any flirtations effort or intent: long skirts, 
plain or pleated, corset, fringed shawl, and a bonnet or round 
hat. 

Austrian folklore is most highly pointed up in its music 
and dancing. Even the smallest villages boast having a band that 
adds to the merriment of every occasion, to all present. Dancing 
is the incomparable crowning of every peasant festivity. 

26. CHRISTMAS TIME TRADITIONS 
Still observed in most Austrian regions, one never fails to 

see three youths dressed in a regal attire of the Three Kings, 
followed by other youngsters outfitted as shepherds, as they 
walk across the snow-laden woods to bring greetings to friends 
and relatives. 

27. THE CROWN OF THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE 
Austria boasts of a glorious historical past beginning with 

the Roman era and enhanced in the Middle Ages when Vienna 
was proclaimed the capital of the Holy Roman Empire. In the 
12th Century the country became the domain of the Hapsburgs. 
From that time Austria assumed a position of primary prestige 
on the chess-board of the countries of Europe, and her power 
gradually increased over the centuries, reaching her zenith in 
1804, upon the proclamation of the Austrian Empire. In 1815 
the Congress of Vienna approved Austria's dominion even over 
Hungary, Slovakia, Bohemia, a part of Poland, and the Italian 
provinces of Lombardy and Venice. In the lst century Italian 
patriots, waging an apparently hopeless struggle against this 
powerful country, finally subdued her. The great Austrian Em­
pire crumbled in 1918 following her bitter defeat during World 
War I, when Austria was proclaimed a Republic, limited to her 
own natural boundaries. Vienna looks back in time with pride 
upon her past as the capital of the Holy Roman Empire and 
jealously holds on to the jewelled crown, the Cross, and other 
precious museum pieces. 
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28. PANORAMA OF VIENNA 

. Here we see a panoramic view of Vienna with her popula­
tion of 1, 700,000, an elegant and noble city situated on the right 
bank of the Danube, with her wealth of monuments, palaces, 
museums, churches, residential villas and tree-lined parks which 
bear witness to the splendor of her historical past. Vienna is 
situated in a strategic position, at the crossroads of European 
communications. A vast network of railroad, highways and air­
ways all meet in Vienna and from there spread out to the other 
European countries. 

In this panorama of the city rises the elegant belfry of 
Saint Stephen's gothic cathedral. Within this house of wor­
ship which was restored after its almost complete destruction 
during the war, one finds the artistic masterpieces executed 
over five centuries, among them the tomb of Emperor Frederick 
III. 

29. RING A VENUE 

. And. in Vienna we also see here the Parliament Building built 
m 1833 m the classical style, situated on the great Ring A venue 
w~ich includes the old center of the city. This most important 
yienna. travel artery built about the middle of the 19th Century 
IS considered to be one of the most beautiful in the world. It 
has three lanes for vehicles and two for pedestrians. The most 
typically Austrian buildings of the capital line the avenue as 
well as several most enchanting floral gardens. 

30. THE RATHAUS 

This is the Vienna Municipal Building, which is called the 
Rathaus. As we see here, it is an imposing structure in the 
G~thi~ style. Overlooking the building is the Rathauspark which 
With Its expanse of green and its flower gardens enhances the 
beauty of the structure. 

31. PORTRAIT OF MAXIMILIAN 

~his is a portrait of Maximilian, in the Vienna Gemalde­
galene. Cultural activity in the capital is intense and wide­
sp~ead. The~e ar~ countless museums, art galleries, picture gal­
lenes and histoncal landmarks of appreciable interest. 

T~~ Museu~ of History, of Natural History, the Museums 
of Military History and Folklore, the collections of ancient 

8 

musical instruments, the Museum Historical Carriages, the 
the Museum of Ethnology, the Museum of Clocks and Watches, 
and the Gemaldegalerie are focal points for research scholars, 
and joyful attractions for tourists. 

32. THE IMPERIAL PALACE 
Here we see the Imperial Palace, known as the Hofbw·g, 

also in Vienna, a group of scattered buildings, rpresenting every 
architectural style possible, from the oldest built in 1279 and 
these that the years from 1440 to 1913. Among other features 
it includes the imperial living quarters and treasures, the im­
perial chapel and the famous Spanish Equestrian School. To­
day, a wing of this building complex is occupied by the Presi­
dent of the Republic of Austria and the presidential Chancel­
lery. In the so-called New Hofburg constructed in the 1881-1913 
period, there is a priceless collection of arms, an intresting col­
lection of ancient musical instruments, and the modern Con­
gressional Cente1·. 

33. THE IMPERIAL THEATRE 
This is the Imperial Theater, or BuTgtheate1·, in Vienna, 

built in the Renaissance style and formerly dedicated and 
opened to the public in 1888. We all know of the Austrian pas­
sion for music, and in Vienna particularly. The fascination of 
the capital of Austria has attracted, especially in the 19th Cen­
tury, musical composers from every corner of Europe. Here is 
where immortal masterpieces were introduced by musical giants 
such as Haydn, Mozart, Gluck, Beethoven, Schubert, Brahms, 
Strauss, and many other geniuses. 

34. FRANZ SCHUBERT 
Here we see a portrait executed in water-colors of Franz 

Schubert. He was one of Vienna's most celebrated composers, a 
highly sensitive and romantic artist who wrote more than 600 
lieds for solo and duet. Lied, a German term, means an in­
strumental slow movement of romantic character, a lyric song, 
and in this specialized area of musical composition none could 
surpass Schubert, so that some of his Lieds are accepted as 
truly masterpieces. He also composed Masses, operas, and sym­
phonies. Among these, the best known, is the Unfinished Sym­
phony, so named because the author actually did not complete it. 
As a matter of fact, he died very young, at the age of 31. 
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35. MONUMENT TO JOHANN STRAUSS 
Vienna has dedicated this symbolic monument to Johann 

Strauss, author of several renown waltzes which even today are 
heralded and win loud acclaim wherever they are played. Out­
standing among them is The Beautiful Blue Danube, Tales of 
the Vienna Woods, Viennese Blood, and others, not to mention 
several musical operettas, such as "The Bat", and "The Gypsy 
Baron". 

36. VIENNA'S THEATRE OF THE OPERA 
And this is the interior of the Theater of the Opera, in 

Vienna, in whose huge salon we observe the performance of an 
elegant dance. This State Theater is one of the world's largest 
temples of lyrical music. It was built in 1826, its performance 
section decorated with plaster-figurines and frescoes. During 
the opera season it attracts a refined cosmopolitan and musical­
ly appreciative crowd. 

The Ball of the Opera is one of the chief and impatiently 
awaited worldly events that Vienna has to offer. 

37. THE SPANISH EQUESTRIAN SCHOOL IN VIENNA 
A unique group among others of its kind because it revives 

the art of horsemanship of the baroque period. This riding 
academy was founded in 1580 when the equestrian style was 
imported from France. 

These stallions perfectly trained by experienced horsemen, 
execute a countless number of steps and figure which give the 
spectator the feeling that he is beholding a truly proper classical 
dance. The term Spanish, therefore, should not deceive us. It 
only refers to the fact that the horses are actually the descen­
dents of several Spanish species. These stallions are called 
Lipitians because in the days of old their breeding was carried 
on in the village of Lipizza, Spain. 

38. PANORAMIC FERRIS WHEEL 
The Prater, the best known park garden in Europe. Situ­

ated on the right bank of the Danube, near the heart of Vienna, 
this amusement park spreads out over a vast area and is bi­
sected by a main thoroughfare flanked by meadows, little wood­
lands, and gardens. The most well-known area is an amusement 
park called the Wolfsprater, a large park with merry-go-rounds, 

10 

switch-backs, carousels, and amusements of many kinds, all 
dwarfed by an enormous wheel, permitting the spectators who 
are strapped to its seats to admire the bird's-eye view of the 
city. 

39. GRAZ 
A view of the Tower of the Clock and a panorama of the 

city of Graz which is the seat of Stiria, and Austria's second 
in importance, which rises at the base of the Stirian Alps in 
a fertile hilly zone through which the River Mur flows. Within 
the city proper there are extensive coal deposits which have 
made a distinctive contribution to the development of the many 
metallurgical and mechanical industries of the city. 

Definitely accepted as an industrial and commercial center 
as early as the 16th Century, Graz won further esteem upon 
the opening of the Trieste-Vienn~ Railroad which makes Graz 
a focal point for freight and passengers. This city is also recog­
nized as one of the major cultural center of the country, boast­
ing also a famous university which was founded in 1586. 

Here we are also shown the most characteristic and repre­
sentative monument in Graz: The Tower of the Clock, called 
the Uhrturm, built in 1588. 

40. A PANORAMIC VIEW OF SALZBURG 
With its population of 110,000 Salzburg slopes gently into a 

fertile basin through which the Salzburg River flows, almost 
touching the German frontier. It is a very ancient city and dur­
ing the Middle Ages the seat of a very powerful ecclesiastical 
principality. 

In modern times it has acquired a noteworthy growth be­
cause of its fortunate location: the city being, in fact, located 
at a road and railway junction. It owes its commercial and in­
dustrial growth and expansion to the many chemical, metallur­
gical, textile, and food processing plants which sprang up after 
the war. 

41. THE PARK OF A SALZBURG VILLA 
Salzburg is a gracious and warm-hearted city. Here we 

find many parks and gardens which with their greens and the 
riot of color in their flowers are the most uplifting adornment 
of the city and give it a calm and restful air. 
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Salzburg is the birthplace of one of the greatest musical 
geniuses of all time: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. 

42. ABBEY OF SAINT FLORIAN 
This scene shows us the Abbey of Saint Florian, near Linz 

with a population of 190,000 the capital of Upper Austria which 
lies on the banks of the Danube. Considering its population and 
economic importance, it ranks third in Austria. It also has its 
share of metallurgical, mechanical, chemical, and textile plants. 
Furthermore, Linz is the principal Austrian river port on the 
Danube. 

A short distance on the outskirts of the city stands the 
celebrated Abbey of St. Florian which was a renowned cultural 
and artistic center in the 17th and 18th Centuries. 

43. BENEDICTINE ABBEY OF MELK 
And, finally, we have here the Benedictine Abbey of Melk, 

in lower Austria which was also an important cultural center. 
Originally erected in 1089 its elevation (front view) done in 
the rococo-Austrian style, was retouched in the 18th Century. 
Its library boasts more than 80,000 volumes, 1500 manuscripts 
of great value and about 900 incunabules. This ends our visit to 
Austria, a land of great tradition, a land of great beauty and 
charm today. 

44. THE END 
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